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UNOFFICIAL dlscus~
sions between senior gov-
ernment representatives
and trade unionists in-
volved in the current
wage dispute continued
yesterday.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad, who returned last
night from attending the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in
the Bahamas, will be ful-
ly briefed on all these la-
test developments.

“I can't comment on
the situation until I've
been fully briefed,” Dr
Mahathir told newsmen
on arrival at Subang air-
port.

Business Times learnt
from trade union sources
it is highly unlikely the
much-sought after meet-
ing will be held this week,
considering the heavy
schedule Dr Mahathir
has ahead of him.

He will probably spend
some time being briefed
on “recent developments”
and chair tomorrow’s
weekly Cabinet meeting
before focusing on Fri-
day’s 1986 budget.

Having defused the
tense situation over the
long-drawn wage dis-
pute, the government is
now confident that to-
morrow’s one-day nation-
wide picketing initiated
by Cuepacs and the Na-
tional Joint Council
(Staff Side) will- be called
off.

A letter from the Prime
Minister’s office inform-
ing the unions of the date
and venue of the meeting
will be sufficient encour-
agement. “It is not neces-
sary for the meeting to be
held before tomorrow. A
fixed date would be good
enough,” Cuepacs presi-
dent Ahmad Nor said.

Officials from the Pub-
lic Services Department
(PSD) have been told to
be on standby for the full
briefing. Hence, a meet-
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ing between the National
Joint Council for Subor-
dinates and officials
from the PSD scheduled
for today has been post-
poned indefinitely.

High-powered talks are
believed to have contin-
ued into the night, which
led many unionists to be-
lieve that the discussions
are not just confined to
“finding a suitable date
for the meeting.”

The discussions may
be on an acceptable
compromise formula. It
should be noted that En-
cik Ahmad Nor has a
clear mandate to work
out a settlement, though
this must naturally be
with the concurrence of
the full NJC later on.

It is not known what
form a compromise for-
mula will take, but the
trade unions will not be

unhappy if the gov-
ernment can assure them
that there will be a full
salary revision when the
national coffers permit.
The $15, $25 and $35 revi-
sion announced last June
must only be interpreted
as “interim rewards.”

Dr Mahathir declined
to even say if prospects of
a settlement is imminent.
But he is “optimistic” a
solution can always be
found to smoothen indus-
trial relations in the pub-
lic sector.

However, it is unfor-
tunate that with settle-
ment was near, some
trade unions affiliated to
Cuepacs now appear to
disagree on the “ap-
proaches” taken by the
national centre to settle
the dispute.

The Railwaymen's Un-
ion of Malaya (RUM),

one of the founding
fathers of Cuepacs, ques-
tioned the strategies used
by the secretariat to
tackle the dispute. RUM
president Mohamed Ab-
bas said yesterday Cue-
pacs must convene an
emergency cCongress
council meeting to dis-
cuss the matter.

The Malayan Techni-
cal Services Union
(MTSU), the Malayan
Nurses Union (MNU)
and the National Union of
Employees of the Public
Works Department have
thrown their support be-
hind Rum, while the Na-
tional Union of Telecom
Employees (NUTE) has
not objected to such a
meeting.

With the exception of
NUTE, whose role as a
public sector union is
numbered pending Tele-
coms Department priva-
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tization, the ¢ther unions
had written to Cuepacs
demanding a congress
council meeting. Encik
Ahmad Nor likened such
moves to a betrayal.

Defending his position,
Encik Mohamed main-
tained that he had since
the end of last month sug-
gested a more sober and,
therefore, less militant
approach to solve the
problem.

“RUM’s policy has al-
ways been consistent.
We're only concerned
that Cuepacs may not be
allowed to be used by ele-
ments which are not
sympathetic 1o its causc.
We are not out to create
problems for Encik Ah-
mad Nor, but we don’t
want him to be accused
later on of taking Cue-
pacs into a different
path.”
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