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KUALA LUMPUR: 0CT 23 (BERNAMA) -- THE PROTON SAGA COSTS LESS
BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT HAS REDUCED VARIOUS TAXES FOR THE NATIONAL
CAR INDUSTRY TC ENSUPE ITS EUCCESS, DATUK SERI (CR_MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
SAID TODAY. '

THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD THE DEWAN RAKYAT THAT THE SUCCESS OF THE
PROJECT WAS VITAL BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT AFFORD TO FAIL
DURING THIS ECONOMIC RECESSION. -

+IF THE (NATIONAL CAR) INDUSTRY FAILSs IT WILL RESULT IN BIG
LOSSES FOR THE INVESTORS AND ALSO THE NATIONs+ HE SAID IN A REPLY T0
4 CUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM MOHAMED NAJIE WAN MOHAMAD (EN-PASIR
PUTEH? . -

HE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO ENSURE THE NATIONAL CAR
INDUSTRY’S SUCCESS BECAUSE A LARGE SUM OF CAPITAL WAS INVOLVED AND
MANY WORKERS MAD BEEN RECRUITED AND TRAINED FOR THE PURPOSE.

ON ALLEGATIONS THAT THERE WERE REPRESENTATIVES CR SALESMEN OF
EDARAN OTCMOBIL NASIONAL (EON) WHO TDOK THE OPPORTUNLTY TO SELL
OTHER TYPES OF CARS APART FROIPYNMUZAGDATUK SERI DR
MAHATHIR SALD: +I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS HAS HAPPENED BECAUSE THEY
RECEIVE COMMISSION FOR SELLING THE PROTON SAGA.+ -- MORE
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+BUT BECAUSE I [0 MOT HAVE CLEAR PROOF: I CANNOT ELBORATEs+ HE
SALD. :

REPLYING TO EMCIK YAHYA HAJI ZAKARIA (BN-DAGAN DATOK): DATUE
SERI DR MAHATHIR SALD THAT SOME OF THOSE WHO BOUGHT THE PROTON SAGH
HAD T9 WAIT FOR UP T0 THREE MONTHS BECAUSE THE DEMAND WAS ABGVE
EXPECTATIONS. ;

HE THAT THE CRDERS FOR THE PROTON SAGA HAD BEEN PLACED UN
MARCH. '

EFFGRTS WERE BEING MADE TO STEP UP PRODUCTION AND IT WAS HOIPED
THE BUYERS WoULD BE PATIENT, HE SAILD.

EMCIK YAHYA HAD ALSO ASBKED ABOUT CLAIMS THAT THERE WERE USED CAF
SELLERS WHG SABQTAGED THE PROTOM SAGA BY EXHIBITING THE NATIONAL CAR
WITH THE USED CARS AND THUS CREATING AN IMPRESSION THAT THE SUALITY
OF THE FROTON SAGA WAS POOR. -- MORE
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. TT?EEPRIME MINISTER DENIEDR THISs SAYING THESE WERE ONLY #+CERITA+
tSTORIESY ., :

Te A UESTION FROM ENCIK CHaN KWOKW KIT (DAP-SUNGAI RESI)y HE £a1n
THAT AMONG THE COMPLAINTE AGAINST THE PROTOM SAGA WERE THAT IT TooK A
LOMG TIME TO GET AND DID NOT HAVE A RUBBER BUMPER AND A LIMITED T
COLOUR RAMGE.

CHBUT WHAT HAPPENE MOET OFTEN IS THAT THE KAMPUNSG PEOQPLE G0 T
EON SHOWROOME WITH CASH TO BUY THE PROTON SAGA AND WANT TO TAKE
WITH THEM IMMEDIATELYs+ DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID.

+WE HAVE TRIED TC MEET A5 MANY OF THE COMPLAINTS AS 20SSIPLE.
eUT MANY COMPLAINTG WERE PUT FCRWARD AZ THOUGH HWE HaD MANUFACTURED A
ROLLE~-ROYZE AMD NOT & CAR IN THE 1.3 OFR 1.3CC RAMNEE.+

REPLYING TO ENCIK MAMAT GHAZALEE ARDUL RAHMAN (BN-ULU MERUG:
DATUK ZERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE PROTOM SAGA WHICH HE TOOK ALOMG WITH
HIM TO IMNDONEZIA WAE A PREEENT FOR PRESIDENT SUNRARTO AND THERD Lacg
N INTENTIOMN TO GELL THE CAR THERE. -- MORE '
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HE SAID THAT THE 10 PROTON SAGAS ZENT To CHINA RECEMTLY WAZ AT
THE RESUEST OF A FIRM BASED IN THAT COUNTRY TO EXHIBIT THe CARE
THERE .

+THERE MAY A POZZIBILITY THAT THE SENDING OF THE CARZ THERE WAGS
JUST A BEQINNING 70 EXPORT THE PROTON SAGA TO CHINAN+ HE Eall.

-REPLYING TO ENCIN LEE LAM THYE <DAP-RUALA LUMPUR BANDAR) . HE
SHID THAT APART FROM CHINA AND BRITAIN: SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIET HAD
ALSO EHOWN INTEREST IN THE CAR.

AMONGE THEM WERE THAILAND: AUSTRALIA: NEW IEALAND: BANGLADEDH,
OMAN: SWITIZIERLAMD: SWEDEN: WEST GERMANY: SRI LANKA. CYPRUGC: CANADRA
AND IRELAMD.

HOWEVER: HE SAID: IM THE MEANTIME: MALAYSIA WAL STILL NOT
CAPABLE ©OF MEETIMG ANY REQUESTE FROM THESE COUMTRIEE. -- MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS MORBE INTERESTED
IM FULFILLING THE NEEDS OF THE MALAYSIAN MARKET BEFGRE CATERING FOR
THE QVERSEAS MARKET.

+T0° SELL THE PROTON SAGA T0O THESE COUNTRIES: WE MUST CREATE
SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES LIKE SERVICING STATIONS TO RECTIFY FAULTE AND
EMSURE THE QUALITY OF THE CARS.+ HE ©AID.

+IF WE FAIL TO PROVIDE SUCH FACILITIES: IT WILL AFFECT THE
MARKET OVERGEAS.+ HE ZAID.

T A QUESTION FROM ENCIK LEE ON WHETHER THE S0VERNMENT PLAMMED
Te SEEK THE HELP CF MALAYSIAN MISSIONE OVERSEAS TC PUBLICIEE TnE
PROTON 5AGA, THE PRIME MIMNISTER SAID THIE WAS NOT MECESSARY a7
PRESENT BECAUSE MALAYSIA WAE NOT YET READRY TO PRODUZCE A LARGE
QUANTITY OF THE CARS.

+WE DO NOT WANT TO FACE A SITUATION WHEN DEMAND EXCEEDRS SUPPLY .+
HE ADDED. -- MORE
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TO THE ORIGINAL QUESTION FROM WAN ABU EAKAR WAN MOHAMED
CEN-JERANTUT)» THE PRIME MINIETER SAID DETAILEDR STUDIES WERE BEING
CARRIED OUT TO DETERMINE THE STRATEGIES TC MARKET THE PROTON S5a4G4
OVERSEAS.

LATUK GERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT PROTON PLANT WAS CAPRABLE OF
PRODUCING 80.000 CARS A YEAR AT PRESENT.

IF THE NEED AROSE, WITH MARGIMAL INCREASE INMN CAPITALs THE PLANT
WAS EASILY CAPABLE OF STEPPING UP PRODUCTION TO 1205000 CARS PER
YEAR: HE EAID. :
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