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KUALA LUMPUR3 OCT 2’ CBERNAMA) 4l -- THE PROTON SAGA COSTS LESS 

BECAUSE THE GQVERNMENT HAS REDUCED {JARIOUS TAXES FOR THE NATIONAL 
CAR INDUSTRY TO ENSURE ITS SUCCESS3 DRTUK SERI @R MAHATHIP: Mt:,H,‘aMAD 
SAID TODAY x 

THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD THE DEWAN RAKYAT THAT THE SUZCESS OF THE 
PROJECT WAS VITAL EECAUSE THE GO~JERNMENT COULfi NOT AFF<!RD TO FAIL 
DURING THIS ECONOMIC RECESSION. 

+IF THE (NATIONAL CAR:) INDUSTRY FAXLSr. IT WILL RESULT IN !3I!i 
LOSSES FOR THE INVESTORa p AND ALSO THE NATION9 + HE SAID IN A REPLY TQ 
A SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM MBHAMED NAJIB WAN MOHAMAC! (BN-PASIR 
PUTEH) jl 

HE SAID THAT THE GQVERNMENT HAD TO ENSURE THE NATIONAL CAR 
INDUSTRY’S SUCCESS BECAtiSE A LARGE SUM OF CAPITAL WAS INVOL’JED AND 

MANY tc’ORt<ERS HAD BEEN RECRUITED AND TRAINED FOR THE PURPOSE. 
” ON ALLEGATION S THAT THERE WERE REPRESENTATIVES !:!Fi SALESMEN OF 

EDARAN OTGMOBIL NASIONAL (EON:) WHO TOOi,< THE OPPORTUNITY TO SELL 
OTHER TYPES OF CARS APART FROIPVNMUZAGDATUK SERI DR 
MAHATHIR SAID: +I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS HAS HAPFENEC’ BECAUSE THEY 
RECEIVE COMMISSIQN FOR SELLING THE PROTON SAGA .+ -- MORE 
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T!r”TUK ‘jERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS MORE PNTERESTEC 
IF! FULFILLING THE NE”DC er 8s~ OF THE MALAYSIAN MARKET BEFORE CATEWIP:G Fir6: 
THE OVEk?SEAS MARKET. 

+TO SELL THE PR!:TON SAGA TO THESE C’ZUNTRIES; \dE MUST ‘:REATE 
SU?Pi;ETING ACTIVITIES LIt(E SERVICKNG STATIONS l-0 RECTIFY FAULTS ANci 
El’iSURE THE 6!UALfTY OF THE ICARS~ f HE SAID. 

tZF b!E FAIL TO PRQVIDE SUCH FACILITIES, IT WILL AFFECT THE 
H A F! K E t OVERSEAS Y f HE SAf B. 

TQ A QUESTION FROM ENCIK LEE ON klHETHER THE SO?,ERNMENT PLANhEE, 
T):: SEEK THE HELP 0F MALAYSIAN MI SSIr::rNS C!$‘ERSEAS T(: PQeLICISE T%E 
PRi.lTOi’i SAGA, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THIS WAS NOT NECESSARY .c,-: 
PRESENT BECAUSE MALAYSIA WAS NOT YET REAUY TO PROllUCE :? LARGE 
QUANTITY Qf: THE CARS. 

+WE D!! NOT WANT TO FACE A SITUATION WHEN DEMAND EXCEECrS SWPPL’i’ I + 
H E A D CT E D . .-- [‘1cjRE 
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~0 THE !:~RxiuwL QUESTIC~N FROM wad REX- bw<AR kw i+:+t~~i3 
I&N-JERANTTT::, 9’ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID DETAILED STUDIES WEF;E EE:$jG 
CARRIED OUT TO DETERMINE THE EiTRATEGIE S TO MARKET THE PROTON SAGA 
0 !J E R S E A S a 

CATUK SERP OR MAHATHIR SAID THAT PROTON PLANT l.dAS Ck.Fi”h.SLE OF 
iwmmrui aodmo ciw n YEAR AT PRESENT. 

IF THE NEEE! AROSE3 WITH MARGXNAL INCREASE IN CAPITAL, THE PLANT 
WAS EASILY CAPABLE 8F STEPPING UP PRc?DUCTION T’;, 120~000 CAR’5 .PER 
?EAR: HE SAIEt. 
-- BERNAMA 
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