Mahathir
to doctors:
Don’t
choose yeur
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KUALA LUMPUR,
Mon. — Private hospi-
tals should not discri-
minate in their choice
of patients especially
accident victimms and
they should put profit
second to service to
the community, Datuk
Seri_l?tj»M,ah@_t_hiL‘Mo-
hamad said today.

Hitting hard at private
hospitals which reported-
ly turned down cmer-
gency cases, he said that
it was a moral responsi-
bility for such health in-
stitutions to attend to pa-
tients who had been
brought to their doors for
treatment — especially
accidént victims.

Priwate hospitals
should attend to emer-
gency cases immediately
and not question how
much the patient could
afford to pay.

“At least apply first aid
and then you can send the
patient to the ncarest
Government hospital,”
the Prime Minister said
when officially opening
the $16 mitlion Pusat
Tawakkal Islam (Isla-
mic Medical Centre) in
Jalan Pahang here.

Congratulations

He reminded doctors,
especially those who had
left Government scrvice, \
thattherc was noone elsec
who was the boss bul the
palient.

Doctors can treat their
patients without fear of
billion-dollar law suits
hanging over their hcads
as there is a limit to com-
pensation in this country.

Doctors who are indif-
ferent in their treatment
and care of patients may
lose their reputation as
capable physicians.

The Primc Minister
congratulated the centre
for its bold step in con-
forming to the Govern-'
ment's privatisation po-’
licy.

He hoped doctors in
Government hospitals
would not leave to sct up
private health institu- '
tions as this could create
a shortage of medical
staff especially specialist
doctors.
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