
, 

..C ,._.. .  .“<_i _..._* i,“..,, ,L\,.I . .- , I  - .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..1.-d,.i...LY . . , - . . .  . - .  .  . ,  .  .  I  , .  I  . I  , I  ,  ._,“. 

*I 46 .  c. 

U’ EPBS AAE 
.. 

MAHATHIR-PRESS . 

KUALA LUMPURl MARCH 24%ERNAMA:, v-- .& SF&I DR .B.&lt+THTp 
MOHAMAD, CONCERNEO THAT CERTAIN.NEWSPAPERS HAVE BEEN. ABUSING,.THE 
illBERTY GIVEN TO THEM SINCE HE TOOK OFFICEI SAID TODAY HE WAS’ 
tRETHiNKIN6 A2OUT BEING LIBERAL+ TO THE PRESS’XN THE .COWNTRY. 

THE PRIME MINSSTER REGRETTED THAT THE LIBERTY’,GRANTED TO THE 
NENSPAPERS SINCE HE ASSUMED OFFICE IN iSB’i DID NOT SEEM TO BE 
APPRECIATED CY +THOSE WHO WANT TO’MISUSE THIS’ LIBERALISM.+ 

+X HAVE 2EGUN RETHSNKPNG A2OUT BEING LT2ERAL:XN ABUSSNC THE ’ 
LIBERTY OF THE PRESS, THERE ARE SOME WHO HIDE BEHIND OTHERS WITH THE 
HOPE GF GETTING AWAY WITH WHAT THEY SAYr+ DATUK SERf DR MAHATHfk 
WHO fS ALSO BARISAN MASIONAL CHAIRMAN? TOLD REPORTERS AFTEk CHATRING 
THE 2N SUPREME CQUNCIL MEETING HERE. ’ 

HE BLAMED CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS FOR GENERATING WHAT ‘HE TERMED AS 
ORDINARY MATTERS INTO CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES WHICH’ CONTRIBUTE5 T% 
TRENDS TOWARD.CMAUVINISM~ EXTREMISM AN5 RACIALISM SN THE COUNTRY. 

DATUK SERl 5R MAHATHPR DREW ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT WHSN HE 
ZECAME PRIME MINISTER, ONE ‘SF THE THINGS HE WANTED TO 50 WAS TO 
BECOME TRULY LIBERAL WITH THE NEWSPAPERS. -- MORE 
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HE SAID HIS DESIRE FOR GREATER FREEOOM OF THE PRESS LED, TO .THE, 
GRANTING OF MORE KDN LICENCE S CFOR PUBLICATIONS) IN THE LAST THREE. 
YEARS THAN THE ‘20 YEARS SEFORE THAT. 

aANYONE WHO WANTS TO PUBLISH NEWSPA’PERS ARE ‘ALLOWED TO DO SO. 
BUT: UNFORYUNATELYv BEING LIBERAL DOES NOT SEEM TO 8E APPRECIATED BY 
THOSE WHO WANT TO ?lIISUSE THAT LSBERALISMr+ HE LAMENTED. 

DATUH SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT DESPITE GIVING LIBERTY TO THE 
PRESS7 HE HXMSELF WAS NOT ENJOYING FREEDOM OF THE PRESS RECAUSE : ‘: 
CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS DECIDED TO CENSOR HIS SPEECHES. 

+I AM BEING OPPRESSED BY THE PRESS,+ HE SAID DURING THE 
3G-MiNUTE PRESS CONFERENCE? CITING INSTANCES WHERE CERTAIN TI-I.INGS.IN 
HIS SPEECHES HE WOULD LIKE TO BE EMPHASXSED WERE BLACKED OUT AND .. 
OTHER ANGLES HIGHLlGHTED SO MUCH SO THE PUELIC GOT A COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT IMPRESSION OF HIM. 

+YOUR EDITORS ARE THE ONES HAVING THE FREEDOM, YOU ALL. CHOOSE. 
WHAT TO PU2LlSH. IN THAT PROCESS, SOMETIMES YOU MAKE ME UNPOPUiARr+ 
HE SAID. -- MORE 
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HE WAS ALSO ANGRY WITH SOME FQREIGN PA?ERS AND MAGAZINES. ONE .OF 
THEMY HE SAID3 IN A REPORT ON THE RESXGNATXON OF THE BANK NEGARA. 
GOJERNOR MADE INNUENDOES THAT HE HAD BEEN MAKING MONEY ILLEG~~LIY’v 
TtikT HE WAS CORRUPTED AND THAT HE WAS FAVCIURTNG CERTAIN PEOPLE, 

+THAT REPORT Y  

HAS SEEN CARRIED 
WHICH IMPLIE@, THAT I AM MAKING MONEY FOR MYSELF7 

OF DEFENDXNG MYSELF. 
THAT IS WHY 1 SAID f AM 

HE SAID THE REPORT A CORRUPT PRIME 
MINISTER OF A CORRUPT THIS H,AO NOT ONLY ,‘, 
+SMUDGED MY NAME BUT 

THE PRIME #INPSTER ALSO”‘@T OUT AN ISLAMIC MAGAZINE WHICH HE 
DESCRPBED AS BEING SNFLUENCED BY ZIONISM FOR FbBL$SHI~C AN ARTICl& - 
CLAIMING THAT ISLAMISATI~~;.:,,~f, ,MA,$LrSIA ‘MEANT THE BANNING OF, Xi$mAMXC, 
PARTIES. -- MORE .$$I; :$. ..,;$:;“: q:g;;, ‘: 
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