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AUALA LUMPUR: MARCH QQS{EERNAMﬂ) - DATYK SERI DR MAHATHIR
MUHARAD SAID TOD&Y HME DOES NOT WESH TO 4$EI ANYONE, INCLUDING MEMBERS
GFSARICAN NASIONAL COMPONENT PARTIES. HMAKING S3TATEMENTE THAT (AN
GAVE RISE TO RACIAL 4ND CHAUVINIATIC IB3UES.

THE PRIME MINISTER SALD PROBLENS RELATING TO RACE AHD RELIGICN
MUST BE REY
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COOLVED THROUGH MLAGTIATIONG AMD #H0T THROUGH STATEMENTS AND

TATEMENTS WhICH COULD UPARK RADIAL LIBHVES.

3 & LPABTEDG WIS AESHAGE AT TRE BN SUPRENME

~HR MEETING WAB ATTENDED

L1 B COMPONENT  PARTIEER.

THE VIHWED WITH GRAVE

ﬂ“N(gnn THE TREND ToRano ;L RHCIAL AKD EXTREMISBT 1SSUES.
fWE HAVEZ DETERWMINED T Gl THEAT THE Sl NEEDRSE TO PLAY IN

CHECHING BUCH TRENDS .+ HE Saio, -~ - MORE
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DATUK SEAT DR MAHATHIR 3617 WP 4050 IWNFAZSIIO UPON THEM THE NEED
% (R Y e SR ) Pk vediing ] © e Y - [
FUR ALL B COMPOREMT PARTIED T0 MASE EXTRA IFFORTS IN LOMBATVING THE

KACTALISTIC TRENDS.

THE REPRESENTATIVES HAD ©IVEIN AN ASSURANCE THAT THEY WOULD
SXTEND THEIR UTMOST COOPERATION: HE BAID. :

HE ALSC SAID THAT: OBVICUSILY: 1T WAS POSSIALE TO PROVOKE CERTAIN
CEADERS INTO MAKING STATEMENTZ THAY WERE RACIALISTIC IN NATURE.

+HUT STATEMENTS ARE OF nv JOWESPRUENCE IF THEY ARE NOT GIVEN WIDE

PORLICITY O LF AN ISHUE Iy Fﬁinfahzm IR A wATIOWAL NEWSFAPERi THEN 1T
BECOMES A RATIONAL PROBLER,» HE ADDED.
{N'THI* REGARDy THE PR ALNISTER BLARID CERTAIN NEWSPAPL

WHICH HE Sall PURPOSELY SIw:hkﬂ ST CERTAIN MATTERE WHICH ﬂnRE THEN

MADE INTO RACIAL ISSUES

HE ALE0 CHIDED OPPOSITION PARTIES WHICH XE SAID WERE NOT
COMMITTED TOWARD RACIAL IRVEGKATION AMD CARED ONLY ABOUT THEIR OWN
PARTICULAR RACE.
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+THEY HAVE NO COMPUNCTION AMD ) SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY WHEN IT

e temallALE B W AR A R e e e

COMES TO PLAYING UP RACLAL_ISHHUES .+
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AGKED WHETHER BN COWPONENT PARTIES WERE ALSO GUILTY OF ~

"PROPAGATINE RACIAL ISSUES: DATUK ﬁtﬂi DR MAHATHIR REPLIED:

SUNCORSCIOUSLY s OF COURSE: SOME BM PARTVIES, IN TRYING TO DEFEND
THEMSELVES, ARE TRAPFED InTC MiWING STATEMENTS WHICH MIGNT BE VIEWED
A% RACIALIBSTIC IN NATURE.+ ' '

HE' STRESSED THAT IT WaE wod
RACIALISH BUY BECAUSE THE oPros
TO 54Y SOMETHING WHICH 8OME “uf; MEDE YO APPEAR AS TO HAVE
CONTRIRUTED TO RACIALISBRM IN 7TuE COUNTRY,

HE REMINDED THE PEOPLE THAT YhE OBUCCTIVE OF OPFPOSITION PARTIES
OF FORCING BN COALITION MEMBIRD InGD MAKING WNAT APPEARED YO BE
RACIALISTIC: CHAURINISTIC AND EiTQEKXSz'S*&*EHEMTS WAS TO CREATE
DIESEMSION leHihHTHE 8N,

+IF THERE 1€ DISSENSEBR OR LAUK OF UNITY kITﬁIN THE BNy THEN THE
CHANCES OF THE B GETTING 1HgiwupﬁtRT OF ALL COMMUNITIES WOULD BE
LESS ENED AND THE OPPOSITIONSWILL TRINK THAT THEY HAVE GREATER HOPES
OF WINNING OVWER THE PEOPLZg HORE .
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DURING THE HALF-HOUR PRESS CONFERENMCE. THE PRIME MINIST“%TQNELT
AT LENGTH ON THE DOINGE OF THE PRESS WHICH HE BAID HAD REail ERnOTN
THE RACIALISTIC TRENDE IN THME COUNTRY.

+CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS ARE THE MAJOR CULPRIVS: REALLY:+ HE 5ALD
WITHOUT IDENTIFYING THE NEWSPAPERS CONCERKED.

HE SAID IT WAS LARGELY BECAUSE OF THE PRESS THAT GOVERNHENT
EFFORTS TOWARD GREATER RACIAL UNITY HAD DBEEN MADE MUCH MORE
DIFFICULT,

 +THERE I8 NO WAY A STATEMENT MADE BY BOMF UNKNOWN CHAP 1IN SOME
CORNER OF THE COUNTRY CAN AFFECT THE THINKING OF OTHER PEOPLE IN
OTHER PARTS OP THE COUNTRY IF THE VENaPhPEK“ DO NOY PLAY IT UPs+ HE
ADDED . *

HE REGRETYED THAT NEWSPAPERSGs IN THELR QUEST TO BOOST BSALES,
THRIVED ON MAKING ORDINARY MATTERS INTO RaACIAL '&&UES AND CITED THE .
DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIONAL caa» THE ?ROTON SAGAyY AS AQWEXAHPLE ~f 
MORE
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OTHER MATTERS WHICH DATUK SERI DR MANATHIR SINGLED OUT AR HAVING
BEING; MADE INTO ISSUES BY CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS WERE BUKIT CH!NA’ FAPAN

AND THE IMPORT OF MANDARIN URANGES.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE BUKIT CHMINA ISBUEs FOR EXAMFLE»
SHOULD HAVE BEEN CONFINED ONLY TO THE PEOPRLE IN MELAKA. BUT INSTEAD
IT WAS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AB A REBULT OF THE REPORTS .
CARRIED BY NEWSPAPERS. -~ BERNAMA _ ' ¢
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