The Prime Mlmsteri
described the in-

crease as serlous ”
since it involves lar-

gely thoge upder 30

years of age — those

in theic.psime who

have much to contri-
bute towards nation-
building.

He also made it |

clear that Malaysia

stands by its harsh
laws and punish-
ments for dadah of-
fender: ective
of natxonallty or
creed. .

“There shall be no .

. anjor traf-.

fickers — these.cri-
minals who are mer-
chants of death
responsible for the:
slow killing of the!
people.”

A REVIVAL of
country’s declmmg

cultural values can _

help check the spread
of the dadah menace.

Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad ™ yesterday

drew a parallel be-
tween dadah addic-

tion and moral de-

cline- and the
rejection of religious
values which is ram-
pant in the West to-
day.

Sulture can check
spread

of dada

DtsM/lalza‘Zhlg (vas

speaking at the
launching of the first

_national conference

on the involvement of
parents in dadah.era-
dication at the Putra
World Trade Centre.
More than 350 par-
ticipants are taking
part in the two-day
conference organised
by Bakti, the Associa-
tion for the Wives of
Ministers, Deputy
Ministers and Parlia-

mentary Secretaries !
The Prime Mmister’
called upon the.
younger genergtionto.
instil a sense d¢f cour-!

tesy, parental Jespect
and deeper religious E
commitment and to!
discard unsuitable |
Western values. ‘

Serious

He said the number :
of addicts undergoing |
rehabilitation had in- |
creased from 9,142 be- |

|
_ |
tween 1980 and 1982 to %

13,239 from 1983 to
last August. *
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