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country’s tough drug laws 
are meant for Malaysians 
as well as foreigners. 
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our people? 
“Anyone think&g of be- 

coming a trafficker should 
remember that their life- 
s an will be shortened by 
I! t e hangman’s noose,” he 

said when opening the na- 
tional conference on Parena 
to1 Invqlvement i.n Drug 
;;k;;ntlon orgamsed by 

He said the ill-gotten as- 
sets of these traffickers 
could also be seized. 
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drug abuse became more 

wides 
would 

read, the country 
\ e destroyed or con- 

trolled by outsiders. “The& 
will be chaos.” 

What was .worrying, he 
said, was that most of those 
involved in drugs were peo- 
ple below 30 years “who are 
the hope of the n&ion.” 

“The Government has 
spent millions of dollars in 
rehabilitation centres to 
help these people and make 
them Droductive citizens. 

“Bit compared to the 
amount ‘spent by the ad- 
dicts, it ap ears that hun- 
dreds of ml lions of dollars 7. 
is test without any returns,” 
he said. 

The Prime Minister also 
said that in trying to curb 
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values and religious teach- 
ings. 

“We should inculcate val- 
ues like respect for elders 

and good manners among 
the young. 

“We should also reject 
tho’se western valves which 
rees;rd confhct with ours,” 

On why there was in- 
crease in drug abuse, Dr 
Mahathir said this was be- 
cause of the changes in life- 
style and culture. 

“In the old days, youths 
were more controlled and 
were more influenced b 
their own culture and B a - 
vice of their parents. 

“Now, youths are given 
more freedom and exposed 
to numerous foreign ctiltur- 
al influences. Thev do not 

should be ta 

their children 
with bad company. 
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