MAIfAsu{%l.gS pum !ilm?el has
the scope and potential to replace
diesel as a commercial fuel, the
Prime Minister said today. 5

“Palm oil diesel has all the pro-
perties to be an alternative fuel of -
the future. - ..

“Malaysia tould in tuture be an
‘energy farm’ with crude palm oil
being converted to methyl ester
which will replace diesel,” Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
when ‘Spentng—the—



palm diesel pilot plant
at-the Malaysian
Palm Oil Research In-
stitute (Porim) this
morning.: -

Palm oil trom the
energy farm will be
converted to palm die-
sel and the blogas
from the effluent re-
sulting from palm ofl
extraction and solid
wastes will be utilised
for energy generation.

‘Satisfactory’

Palm oil from the en-
ergy farm will be con-
‘verted to palm diesel and
the blogas -from the ef-
fluent resulting from
palm oil extraction and

solid wastes will be uti- -

lised for energy: genera-
tion.

The preliminary find-
ings indicate that the en-
ergy farm is viable and
attractive on economic.
and energy balance con-
siderations.

The Prime Minister
said that ds this was the

first. palm dieael. pilot -

project in the world,
“Malaysia is placed as a
pioneer, producer and
user of palm oil as a
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source of energy”.

“This plant is not only
another milestone in the
history of Malaygia's re-'
search and development,
but it also provides far-
reaching implications to
our industrialisation pro-
gramme, national de-

fence and the economic .

deve]opment of the
couritry as a whole.”

It is estimated that the

petroleum reserves will
be depleted within the
next 20 years.

. He pointed out that in

the event of international

oll supply being cut off
the country would face a
major crisis and Malay-

" sia should, therefore, be

prepared with an alterna-
tive source of energy.

Tests conducted on mo-
tor-vehicle engines and
generators: have proved
palm oil to be as satisfac-
tory as diesel fuel.

Dr Mahathir said preli-
minary field trials had
been aucceasful.

* Met] yl esters can be
ot

cation of the engines.

"Twenty taxis used in a pi-

Iot project experienced:
© @ smooth running;

aty mdiin- -

@ easy ata.rtlng' S
@ great reduction of
black smoke from tbe ex-

compared with patro-'
leum diesel. ..

The Prime Minister
said that all the prelimin-
ary field evaluations had
been conducted in pre-
paration for the exhaus-
tive field trial involving

" 200 vehicles and other

diesel engines.
The vehicles will run
for & minimum period of
two years or cover 300,000
kilometres- as required
by engine manufacturers
after the pilot -plant is
operational.
The vehicles include
automobiles, lorries,
buses, Land Rovers, mo-
tor-boats, tractors,
water-pumps and loco-
motives.
In conjunction with the
palm oil diesel project,
Porim is also te:tin%.an
Elko engine from West
" Germany designed speci-
for.the use-of
methyl esters.

For this project,
Porim, Mitsui and
are jointly carrying out
research to exajpine
palm oil diesel’s

b

lity for the engine. ~
The Prime Minister
said the joint venture in-
volving Malaysia, West
Germany a.nd Japan

P o
Several eng'lne manu-
facturers will also be in-
volved in the exhaustive
field trials:” -

Some of the snglne'
manufacturers are
Paimler Benz, Volvo,
Hino, Isuzu, Mitsubishi, .
Fiat, Ford, Caterpillar,
Kubota, Nissan, Toyota
and Komatsu.
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