
OF 
the scope and potential to replace 
diesel as a commercial fuel, the 
Prime l4Hnister s@id today., 

“Palm.oil di.peI has all the p& 
pertiea to b an alternative fuel of’ 
thefuture. .). 

‘“Maltiysia could in tuture be an 
‘energy farm’ with crude palm oil 
being converted to methyl ester 
which will replace diesel,” Datuk 
Serf Dr Mahathir Mohamad. said 
when wr 



palm diesel pilot plant 
at the Malay.sian 
PalmOil Research In- 
stitute (Porim) this 
morning. 

Palm oil from the 
energy farm will be 
convktkd to palm die- 
sel and the blogas 
from the effluent re- 
sulting from palm oil 
extraction, and solid 
wastes will be uti)ised 
for energy generation. 

‘Sutisf actby 
Palm oil from the en- 

ergy farm will be con- 
verted to palm diesel and 
the biogaa from the et- 
fluent resulting from 
palm oil extraction and 
solid wastes will be uti- 
lised for energy genera- 
tion. 

The preliminary find- 
ings indicate that the en- 
ergy farm is viable and 
attractive on economic 
and energy balance con- 
siderations. 

The Prim6 Yinirter 
said that Bs this was the 
flrat e +qlm ..dieeel,. pilot 
project in iii& world, 
‘Malaysia is place% aa a 
pioneer, producer and 
user of palm oil a8 a 

.I BANGI, sat. J 

source of energy”. 
Yhis plant is not only 

another milestone in the 
history of I+l&@ia’s re-’ 
search and developmenti 
but it alao provides far- 
reaching implications to 
our InduntrialWtion pro- 
gramme, national de- 
fence and the economic 
develonment of the 
codtry b a whole.” 

It is e6timAted ure;t the 
petroleum reserves will 
be depleted within the 
naxt 20 yeara 

He poInted out that in 
the event of international 
oil supply being cut off 
the country would face a 
major crisis and Idalay- 
Ida should, therefore, be 
prepared with an altema- 
tive source 0 

f  
energy. 

T&a cond cted on mo- 
tor-vehicle enginea and 
generatora, have proved 
palm oil to be ,aa &isfac- 
tory as diesel fuel. 

Rr Mahathir said preli- 
minary field trials had 
been q .cce&ul. 

Met B yl esters can be 
9Ya6%+tittlwaffr’t- 
cation of the engines. 
Twenty taxi8 used in a pi- 
lot project experienced: 

0 smooth running: 

OsMYatartilig, 
0 great reduction of 

black smoke from the ex- 
h 

d 
compared with petro-1 
leum %ieael. 

The Prime Minister 
said that ail the prelimin- 
ary field evaluation@ had 
been conducfed in pre- 
paration for the exhaun- 
tive fleld trial involving 
200 vehicles an% other 
diesel engines. 

The vehicles will run 
for a minimum period ,of 
two years or cover 200,000 
kilometres a6 required 
by engine manufacturem 
after the nilot .Dlant is 
operationai. - 

The vehiclea include 
automobiles, lorries, 
buses, Lan% Rovers, md 
tor-boats, tractors, 
water-pump8 an% loco- 
motives. 

In conjunction with the 
palm oil diesel project, 
Porim ir also tesfi 
Elk0 eaghie from%2 
Germany designed speci- 

I4 

Porim, Mitsui and 

lity for the angina 
The Prime $Iijdeter 

al% the joint venture in- 
volving Yalayria, Weat 

Several -emtine manu- 
facturers wilialao be in- 
volved in tlw,crxkuk&tive 
field trial&“” ‘I 

Some Of fbii a&e 
manufacturers are 
Daimler Benz, Volvo, 
Iiino. Isuru, Mit6ubiahi, 
Fiat, For%, CaterpIllar, 
Kubota, Nissan, Toyota 
and Komatru. 
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