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How M’sians can ovércome recession: PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. — Malay-
sians can overcome the effects of
the recession if they liva, within
their means, Prime Mlmség_r__Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir MShamad

id they should not take the
attitude embodied in the Malay
adage Biar papa asalkan bergaya
(poverty does not matter as long
asyou have style).

Speaking at the dinner of the
Diplomatic and the Admninistra-
tive Services at the Putra World
Trade Centre here, he said the
country was facing problems be-

cause it did not have the lomic
resources of developed nations.

“The first step is to change our
attitude. We must recognise our
limits and live within them.”

Hé added that Malaysians must
change their ne%ative attitude and
learn to be thrifty as it was up to
them to counteract the effects of
the recession.

He also denied that Malaysia’s
economy was completely tied
down to world economy.

“We still have a lot. of options
available to help us face the re-
cession and turn it around to our

advantage,” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime Minister also said -

that the Look East policy had been
wrongly intrepreted by many as

buying s from, and giving
contracts t stern countries or
their com; ]

“The integraﬁon of Islamic val-

" ues into the administration has

also been misintrepreted.

“Many believe that this is an
‘open cheque’ for them to do any-
thing in the name of instilling
such values,” he said.

Dr Mabhathir said it was the
duty of every senior government

official and political leader to un-
derstand the policy before imple-
menting it. 5 :

Such positive values should be
used in the country’s administra-
tion, he added. .-

Dr Mahathir also said that steps
should be taken to reduce the size
of the public services.

The financial burden on the Go-
vernment was great new, he said,

~and would become even greater

when civil servants retired. :

“Reducing the size of the public
services does not mean that the
quality of administration will di-

minish. The use of special equip-
ment and computers will compen-
sate,” he said.

Dr Mahathyjr also added that the
privatisation N\of ma:f Govern-
ment serviced WQuld also help re-
duce the number of civil servants.

“The workers will not lose out
as their income will remain the
same.” .

He also said one way for civil
services to increase productivity
would be to live up to the Leader-
ship ‘by Example campaign
llaglgé(:hed by the Government in
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