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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad today criticised new-
ly-formed pressure groups
which not oenly challenged
authorities but arrogated to
themselves powers that are
not legitimately theirs.

Stating that the disruptive capa-
city of these pressure groups was
“quite considerable,” the Prime
Minister said:

“The reaction of the legitimate auth-
orities to the disruptive challenges to
their authority is either to become
progressively repressive or to retreat
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from their responsibility.

“The latter will result in anarchy,
which in turn will attract forces keen
on a seizure of power. Once this hap-
pens the usurper will discard demo-
cracy and resort to repression in order
to stay in power.

“Either way, disruptive challenges to
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authority in a democracy will lead to
repression and the death of demo-
cracy.”

Dr Mahathir, opening the Eighth
Malaysian Law Conference, said if a
democracy were to survive, the limits
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Don’t cause
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of the freedoms granted should be ob-
served judiciously.

“The division and the balance of
power between the legislative, execu-
tive and judiciary must be observed.

“Free speech and a free Press do not
mean unlimited licence. Minorities,
too, do not have unlimited rights. Pres-
sure groups must know when to stop.”

He warned that if democracy was
destroyed, its restoration would be
very costly for society and it might
never be fully restored.

Dr Mahathir, who was addressing a
gathering consisting predominantly of
Supreme and High Court judges and
lawyers, also spoke of a current trend
to obtain last minute injunctions from
the courts “calculated to frustrate

"He contended that
lawyers were profes-
sional men and the impli-
cation was that they were
highly skilled, had a
strong sense of socjal re-
sponsibility and an ex-
ceptional commitmient to
the interests of their
clients.

Crime

“If ordinary members
ot soctety truly cannot
. understand the practices
of professionals, then
perhaps the profession-
als themselves should set
the standards that will
serve and measure up to
the public interest " he
said.

Professionals regulate
themselves with two ob-
jectives — to ensure that
all is well within the pro-
fession and that the pro-
fession does advance the
public interest.

Dr Mahathir said that
in general, Malaysian
professionals had not
quite succeeded in main-
taining the high ptan-
dards expected of them.

Stressing the impor-
tance of honesty and
trustworthiness in

professionalism, Dr Ma-

hathir said short-chang-
ing a client was a form of
dishonesty — a moral if
not a legal crime — and
the penalty for dishonest
lawyvers should be more

legitimate acts”.

He said the provision
for injunctions existed in
law to prevent an irre-
trievable injustice and
not to frustrate the law or
to frustrate what was
right and legal.

“On a technicaligy, indi-
viduals have bees able to
hold to ransom Juge or-
ganisations with mem-
bers numbering
hundreds of thousands or
even a million.

“And the ransom has to
be paid. This of course
prompts others to try the
same. In the final analy-
sis, this application of a
right results in injustice

‘to a great number of un-
. suspecting victims. Is
this what the law is
meant to do?

“The provision for in-
junctions is right and
necessary but like all
laws it is not to be abused.
{ To do so would put the
| law into disrepute and

the price to pay for that is
i horrendous.”

On profegsionalism, ex-
ploltatlon nd honesty,
the Prime) Minister sug-
‘gested a public confer-
ience on the quality of le-
gal service provided by
Malaysian lawyers or
questions related to their
competence,
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