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By MUNIR MAJID 
as certain “core bilateral 
issues” which have im- 
peded the overall growth 
of relations between the 
two countries, which es- 
tablished formal rela- 
tions 11 years ago. 

Although .he did not 
identify those issues, it 
was pretty certain he wss 

when he meets Chinese 
Communist Party Chair- 
man Deng Xiaopeng on 
Friday morning. 

velopment of relations 
between Milaysia and 
China should not rely on 
high level visits alone. A 
framework should be 
worked out to sustain im- 
provements in relations 
which must include reso- 
lution of outstanding is- 
sues so that exciting pos- 
sibilities in economic 
co-operation and trade 
can be realised. 

Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha- 
mad said this today at 
the banquet in his honour 
hosted by Chinese Pre- 
mler Zhao Ziyang at the 
Great Hail of the People 
in Tiananmen Square. 

The Prime Minister, 

who arrived early this af- 
ternoon for a nine-day of- 
ficial visit, said: “... an im- 
portant prerequisite for 
.mature and stable rela- 
tions among States is bet- 
ter mutual understand- 
ing. I am determined to 
do my part towards thls 
end.” He continued: “It is 
my hope that just as poli- 
tics dominated the first 
decade of our relations, 
economics will come to 
dominate the next de- 
cade.” 

However, the Prime 
Minister underlined the 
need to resolve satisfac- 
torily what he described 

D PICTURE: P7 

referring to Peking’s con- 
tinued moral support for 
the CPM (Communist 
Party of Malaya) and 
China’s overseas Chinese 
policy. He can be expect- 
ed to raise these matters 
when he holds official 
talks with Mr Zh’ao 
Ziyang tomorrow and 

In making his first 
pitch at the banquet this 
evening, DP Mahathir 
called upon the Chinese 
not to be “mired and 
shackled to historical le- 
gacies and fidelities.” 

The Prime Minister 
called upon the Chinese 
not to be entrapped by 
history. He argued: 
“Your Excellency (Pre- 
mier Zhao Ziyang) and 
other leaders of China 
have assured us on many 
occasions that some of 
th,ese issues are ‘left- 
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overs from history a& 
that time will res’olwi 
them’. While admittedly’! 
tlme is a great healer,*1 
hope we will not allob 
history to hold the p&tZ; 
gress of our relatioM:tb- 
hostage. AsLhistor *. 
marches on, 80 must GE& 

Dr Mahathlr neverthe* 
less expressed the hop@ 
that even as existing 
problems are being W 
solved, efforts mu& c&W 
tlnue to add substance t& 
relations. vti 

He referred to the lat+#& 
private sector delegatie6 
accompanying hfm ‘on 
the visit as a visible sif# 
of the real Malayrian & 
sire to give 8UbstaM!Cd 
bilateral relations. He e& 
pressed the hope t&t 
during the visit’ eve@ 
avenue would be eXJ 
plored for economic, W 
operation and mutually 
beneficial business tl&“ 

About 180 busin.eiSs 
leaders are accompa& 
ing the Prime Minis&s. a 
number with specific pW 
posals and. ideas. sotie 
with fixed annolntme* 

cheons have be&.aa+ 
.range@@r the Malaysian 
@&#&&f#m- .“’ 

Bllateril trade b& 
tween Malaysia and 
China has been declini 
since 1989. and Dr AZ 
hathir pointed to the need 
to rectify thlr apart fro% 
the trade balance which 
i8 agaitit Malay&x. s-2 

E” 

“Wemustensure 
pious statements 
lowed by inaction or in- 
difference, which have 
characterised other bil!# 
teral trade relationshinB 
do not also come touch@ 
acteriae Malaueia-Chin”& 
trade,” the Prime Ml@+ 
ter warned. 

Touching on regional 
peace and-stabiliry. D’r 
Mahathlr called for r&- 
ewed efforts to find s&t- 
tions. especially over the 
Kampuchea issue, based 
on sovereignty, territc+ 
ial integrity and nonin- 
terference. All countries 
in the region, collective$ 
‘and Individually, should 
get on with the more hr- 
gent task of socio-eco’&- 
mic develonment. 

It is understood that 
the Prime Minister will 
be .call on Prince Nero- 
dam’ Sihanouk, leader of 
the Coalition dov- 
ernment of Democrat& 
Kampuchea, who lives ln 
the Chinese capital, be- 
fore he leaves f$r 
Shanghai on Saturday 
morning. 

Earlier Dr Mahathir 
was welcomed by Chin- 
ese Premier Bhao Ziyatfg 
- who visited Malav&a 
in 1981 - at the G$at 
Hall of the Paople. ,@ 
Tiananmen Square 1 the 
centre of this capital cl@ 
of about 10 mlliion pe& 
ple. * ..)I 

Dr Mahathir is ace&n’- 
panied by Datuk Serl Da- 
tin Paduka Dr Siti Has- 
mah, Works Minijster 
Datuk S.Samy Vellu,For- 
eign Minister Tengku Ah- 
mad Rithauddeen,.,De- 
puty Finance Minister 
Datuk Dr Tan Tiong 
kong, Deputy Tr and 

@T-I Industry Minister aji 
Mubyiddik Parsin, De- 
Duty Primary Industries 
Minister Migat Junid 
Megat ,Ayub and about 
150 buslnesamen. 
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