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PEKING, Wed. — The de-
velopment of relations
between Malaysia and
China should not rely on
high level visits alone. A
framework should be
worked out to sustain im-
provements in relations
which must jnclude reso-
lution of outstanding is-
sues 80 that exciting pos-
sibilities in economic
co-operation and trade
can be realised.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said this today at
the banquet in his honour
hosted by Chinese Pre-
mier Zhao Ziyang at the
Great Hall of the People
in Tiananmen Square.

The Prime Minister,
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who arrived early this af-
ternoon for a nine-day of-
ficial visit, said: “... an im-
portant pre-requisite for

-mature and stable rela-

tions among States is bet-
ter mutual understand-
ing. I am determined to
do my part towards this
end.” He continued: “It is
my hope that just as poli-
tics dominated the first
decade of our relations,
economics will come to
dominate the next de-
cade.”

However, the Prime
Minister underlined the
need to resolve satisfac-
torily what he described

as certain “core bilateral
issues” which have im-
peded the overall growth
of relations between the
two countries, which es-
tablished formal rela-
tions 11 years ago.
Although he did not
identify those issues, it

was pretty certain he was .

3 PICTURE: P7

referring to Peking's con-
tinued moral support for
the CPM (Communist
Party of Malaya) and
China's overseas Chinese
policy. He can be expect-
ed to raise these matters
when he holds official
talks with Mr Zhao
Ziyang tomorrow and

plomatlc framewor

when he meets Chinese
Communist Party Chair-
man Deng Xiaopeng on
Friday morning.

In making his first
pitch at the banquet this
evening, Dr Mahathir
called upon the Chinese
not to be “mired and
shackled to historical le-
gacies and fidelities.”

The Prime Minister
called upon the Chinese
not to be entrapped by
history. He argued:
“Your Excellency (Pre-
mier Zhao Ziyang) and
other leaders of China
have assured us on many
occasions that some of
these issues are ‘left-
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overs from history ar¥’
that time will resolve’
them’. While admlttédry-
time is a great healer, I
hope we will not alloiw
history to hold the pid<
gress of our relations: to:
hostage. As,;history!
marches on, 50 must

Dr Mahathir neverthn“
less expressed the hopk
that even as existing
problems are being rev
solved, efforts must coi
tinue to add substance w
relations. .

He referred to the la.z'ﬁl!'
private sector delegation
accompanying him ‘on
the viskt as a visible sigh’
of the real Malaysian dé‘

sire to give substance %

bilateral relations. Hé e~
pressed the hope that
during the visit' every
avenue would be ex¥
plored  for economic ¢b°
operation and mutuaify
beneficial business ties®
About 130 business
leaders are accompany:
ing the Prime Minister, a
number with specific pret
posals and ideas, some
with fixed appointments
Any r of briefing ses:
siofis and working lun-
cheons have been-aw
rangegddpr the Mahiail.h
businessmen.” .
Bilateral trade ht’-
tween Malaysia and
China has been decl%
since 1980, and Dr
hathir pointed to the need
to rectity this apart froth
the trade balance which
is againat Malaysia. "'

Solutions ...

“We must ensure thit
pious statements td}-
lowed by inaction or in-
difference, which have
characterised other bill-
teral trade ‘relationships
do not also come to chiaf-
acterise Malaysia-China
trade,” the Prime Minis-
ter warned. ..

Touching on regiongl
peace and stability, Dr
Mahathir called for rén-
ewed efforts to find solu-
tions, especially over the
Kampuchea issue, based
on sovereignty, territot-
{al integrity and non:ip-
terference. All countries
in the region, collectively
and individually, shou);d
get on with the more ur-
gent task of socio-econo-
mic development.

It is understood that
the Prime Minister will
be .call on Prince Ngro-
dom-' Sihanouk, leader of
the Coalition Gov-
ernment of Démocratic
Kampuchea, who lives in
the Chinese capital, :be-
fore he leaves fgF
Shanghai on Saturday
morning.

Earller Dr Mahathir
was welcomed by Chin-
ese Premier Zhao Ziyarg
— who visited Malaysia
in 1981 — -at the Great
Hall of the People }R
Tiananmen Square — the
centre of this capital city
of about 10 million peo-
ple. .

Dr Mahathir ls‘accofn-
panied by Datuk Seri Da-
tin Paduka Dr Siti Has-
mah, Works Minister
Datuk 8.Samy Vellu,¥For-
eign Minister Tengky Ah-
mad Rithauddeen,- De-
puty Finance Minister
Datuk Dr Tan Tiong
Hong, Deputy Trade and
lndustry Minister Haji
‘Muhyiddin Yassin, De-
puty Primary Industries
Minister Megat Junid
Megat . Ayub ahd about
150 businessmen.
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