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PM urged to meet with
social mterest groups

By AHMAD A. TALIB

DATUK Seri Dr-Ma-
hathir Mohamad should
convene a meeting with
all social interest
groups and trade unions
to jointly seek urgent so-
lutions to the country's
varied problems, ve-
tera?zﬁ{)nist Dr V.Da-
vid Suggested.

The country is going
through one of it’s most
difficult periods and
suggestions that can
help put the country
back onto the growth
path should be wel-
comed, he added.

The secretary-gene-
ral of the Malaysian
Trades Union Congress
said at a news confer-
ence in his Petaling
Jaya office yesterday
that rising foreign debts
have been a big drain on
the economy.

“It is increasingly ap-
parent that the gap be-
tween the rich and the
poor is widening, de-
spite the millions of
ringgit poured into var-
ious development pro-
jects. Racial polarisa-
tion has impeded
attempts at full national
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mtegratxon.

“At a time when the
next development plan
is about to be unveiled, I
sincerely suggest that
the Prime Minister sit
down with the many so-
cial interest groups in
the country and listen to
suggestions which can
help eliminate these
problems, and eventual-
ly restore confidence in
the national economy.

“The people, especial-
ly the tax payers, have a
right to know what are
the national priorities
during these hard
times,” he added.

The unionist, a known
vocal critic of gov-
ernment policies, was
disturbed to see the lack
of attention given by the
Labour Ministry to in-
creasing retrenchment
in the country.

He was puzzled why
the government had
done little to study the
causes of the lay-offs,
and how this can be
minimised or prevent-
ed.

While foreign invest-
ments had in the past
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contnbuted considera-
ble employment oppor-
tunities, Dr David pro-
posed that future
investors be thoroughly
screened, particularly
their perceptions on so-
cial responsibilities and
obligations to em-
ployees.

There should be
“fresh protective legis-
lation” concerning re-
trenchment benefits to
Malaysian workers, so
that they will not be left
in the lurch should re-
trenchment be inevita-
ble, he said.

The social unrest and
conflict brought about
by irresponsible em-
ployers will negate
whatever attempts by
government to improve
the quality of life of Ma-
laysians, he said.

Dr David maintained
that a tripartite com-
mission between the
government, employers
and trade unions be es-
tablished to discuss all
possible repercussions
of widespread retrench-
ment.



	PM urged to meet with social interest groups (Business Times 29/11/1985)

