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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - 
Malaysia does not see China’s con- 
tinued moral support of the Com- 
munist Party of Malaysia (CPM) 
as a “complete stumbling block” to 
closer bilateral relations. 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said tonight the CPM factor in 
Sino-Malaysian ties “would not prevent us 
from coming together in other areas”. 

Although Malaysia 
was still irked by Pek- 
ing’s continued differ- 
entiation between par- 
ty-to-party ties and 
between Govern- 
ments, it did not mean 
that bilateral relations 
could not improve. 

“Our ideological differ- 
ences would not affect 
our relations as long as 
China does not interfere 
in our affairs and we do 
not interfere in theirs.” 

For the moment, both 
Malaysia and China rea- 
lised that the CPM factor 
in their bilateral rela- 
tions would remain at 
status quo. 

“We realise the Chinese 
stand and they know 
ours.” 

Speaking to newsmen 
on his return from an of- 
ficial visit to China, the 
Prime Minister said: 

“We believe that the 
present leadership in 
China is sincere in its ef- 
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forts to concentrate on 
economic development , 
and to promote friendly 1 
relations with countries 
in this region.” 

Dr Mahathir conceded 
that the changes in atti- 
tudes and approaches of 
the Peking Government 
under Mr Deng Xiao- 
peng’s leadership were 
indeed taking place. 

The main thrust of 
Chinese policies today 
was on uplifting the stan- 
dard of living of its one 
billion people and on 
economic modernisation. 

He, however, did not 
dismiss the possibility 
that the future policies 
and leadership in Peking 
might change to sueh an 
extent that the present ) 
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spi?it of co-operation and 
openess could end, thus 

%%Bhg China once again 
a threat to the region. 

On the multi-racial 
cdhposition of Malay- 
sia’s society, Dr Ma- 
hathir said he made it 
cl&r to his Chinese coun- 
terpart that Malaysian 
Chihese should be consi- 
dered Malaysians. 

Wfhey are not overseas 
Chinese. They are Malay- 
sians and they are no 
m&e and no less than the 
other races in Malaysia.” 

This w&s in apparent 
reference to Peking’s pre- 
ference to conduct trade 
dkalings with L,alay-. 
sians of Chinese&&in. 

‘I, 
T.he Chinese i&ader- 

se@. however, undcr- 
stood the aims of the New 
Economic Policy and the 
newssity to give special 
treatment to Bumipu- 
terp. 

,.Dr Mahathir reiterated 
that except for the CPM 
i&e, his nine-day visit 
had been extremely suc- 
c$j;pful and had elevated 
the relations between the 
twp countries to a higher 
ahd stronger level - the 
immediate evidence of 
wEj!ich was in Premier 
Zhao’s telephone call to 
Mm in Guangzhou to say 
goodbye this morning be- 
fore his departure. 

‘ke described the econo- 
mic ties as having im- 
p%ved considerabiy with 
the visit and cited the 
signing of various agree- 
ments between Malay- 
sian businessmen and 
China totalling some $57 
million as an example. 

Some of these agree- 
ments were for barter 
trade in both traditional 
commodities and manu- 
factured goods. 

Shipping 
:Ichina’s shortage of for- 

eign exchange bird forced 
it to turn to barter trade 
t6’meet its import needs 
and continue the sale of 
it> products, Dr Ma- 
hathir said. 

Malaysia was not 
a$erse to conducting 
trade in barter to help ba- 
l&ice trade between the 
t$$ countries which was 
currently in China’s fa- 
vbnr. 

.He also said tjhat 
Malaysia could play a 
role in China’s moderni- 
sation and daw@men+, 
especially since relations 
were expected to im- 
prove. 
..,Talks on a shipping 
agreement were still be- 
ing conducted by officials 
from both sides, who 
would also look into the 
problem of shore leave 
for Chinese sailors who 
might disembark at Ma- 
laysian ports. 

.. Since there was still no 
people-to-people ties be- 
tween Malaysia and 
China, shore leave for 
Chinese nationals would 
W: a “minor bureaucratic 
problem” which could be 
easily solved, Dr Ma- 
hXthir said. 
. The visit, which had its 
tihin focus on economic 
issues, nevertheless gave 
some attention to inter- 
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9tad assured Dr Mahathir 
:6y China’s support for 
&Sean’s concept of a zone 
‘f peace, freedom and 
$eutrality (Zopfan) and 
its efforts to find a politi- 
ical solution for Kampu- 
achea. 
‘* Peking also had no in- 
ztention of bringing Kam- 
vpuchea under its in- 
‘fluence through the 
.&hmer Rouge - the fac- 
*tion in the Coalition Gov- 
$rnment of Democratic 
fiampuchea which it sup- 
;ports. 
; Premier Zhao had also 
&xpressed his Govern- 
‘merit’s sympathy for Ma- 
:laysia’s stand on the An- 
qtar.ctica issue despite 
%hina’s entrance as a 
.iconsultative member of 
‘the Antarctica Treaty 
zset-up. 
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