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people who-vent their frus- 
tratrons by complaining to 
anv willina listener.” 

fir Maiathir said: “No 
one should be taken in by 
them. The best way to jud 
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is to look around and see t e 
obviobs achievements 
which contrast rather glar- 
ingly with their claims.” 

He said Malaysia’s sys- 
tem of government was not 
far different from anv oth- 
er free nation, although “we 
do have our own peculiari- 
ties.” 

“We make no apologies as 
we are convinced that the 
peculiarities. are essentjal 
y&g$gn~~ltpy;! 

ploma pkesentation ceremo- 
ny for army officers who 
graduated from the Armed 
Forces Staff College here. 

Dr Mahathir, who is also 
Defence Minister, said the 
pace of the country’s devel- 
;lsyt had been unusually 

“We attribute this to po- 
litical stability and the gen- 
eral desire of Malaysians to 
improve their standard of 
living and to take their legi- 
timate place in the commu- 
nity of nations,” he added. 

He said although Malay- 
sia is in the midst of the re- 
cession, it was not “submit- 
ting passively” ar 
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that the nation wou d “over- 
come the difficulties in _.~-. - x3* 

pointments, suffering and 
destruction. 

“We have witnessed such 
incidences in South Viet- 
nam and Kampuchea where 
the defence system’s fai- 
lure has caused suffering, 
loss of freedom, property 
and the destruction of in- 
dustries ” he added. 

He saih Malaysians would 
suffer the same fate as the 
thousands of Vietnamese 
refugees if they are care- ._ ^  ̂

of threat from within or out- 
side the country. This is the 
only way to ensure the 
country’s continued peace,” 
he added. 

Dr Mahathir said the de- 
fence strategy should be 
able to encompass military 
strength, economic stabil- 
ity, political stability, 
strength of the administra- 
tive machinery, psychologi- 
cal defence and peoples’ 
harmony. -. 

laysians,” he added. 
He pomted out that coun- 

tries could easily be drawn 
into the “arms race” and 
said that Malaysia, as a de- 
veloping nation, could not 
afford “state of the art” 
weapons, which were con- 
stantly being replaced by 
more sophisticated sys- 
tems. 

Dr Mahathir also remind- 
ed armed forces officers  ̂

~ “%&hathir also’stressed 
less or uunot nave an erfec- 
tive defence strateav. 

“‘l’ne strategy 1s based on that modern armed forces 
the Government’s ambition reauired leaders who could 

\ on the 
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portance of an ef- 
fective defence strategy 

“We have to dr& up an 
effective defence strategy 

to prevent wars and instead inc’oporate “management 

that could prevent disap- that could thwart any form 
ensure a life of peace, har- 
mony and freedom to Ma- 

skills” to their leadership 
capabilities. 
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