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to all to ensure political sta- 
bility in the country. 

The Prime Minister said 
that the Government had 
drawn up guidelines and 
s 
R 

ecific policies to ensure 
t at the country’s wealth 
was enjoyed by all. 

“If we sometimes seem 
unfair to you it is be&use 
we have to be fair to oth- 
ers!” he said at a dinner giv- 
en m his honour by the As- 
sociated Chinese Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry 
of Malaysia. 

Dr Mahathir said the Go- 
vernment had to give op- 
portunities to others who 
lagged behind. 

“If all the people under- 
stand this, I am sure that 
the future of the country 

will be better and national 
development will run more 
smoothly,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said wealth 
alone was meaningless if 
not accompanied by politi- 
cal stability. 

The Government’s objec- 
tive, he said, had always 
been to provide stability in 
which trade could be car- 
ried out. 

He advised the business 
community to cut cost, in- 
crease productivity and di- 
versify to cope with the pre- 
sent economic situation. 

Malaysia’s products, he 
said, were very costly and 
could not compete in inter- 
national markets if the Go- 
vernment did not give it 
protection. 

He said that Malaysia had 
to cut the cost of production 
of palm oil if it wanted to 
compete with producers 

such as Indonesia. 
He also urged business- 

men to take advantage of 
the many incentives provid- 
ed by the Government. 

“We have made available 
money to the private sector 
through the banks and also 
devised the Industrial Co- 

Chambers of Commerce 
and the Malay Chambers of 
Commerce. 

Dr Mahathir aiso paid tri- 
bute to Malaysian Chinese 
who, he said, were diligent 
and hard working and were 
in the forefront of the eco: 
nomic field. 

-He said that the Malay- 
sian Chinese had an impor- 
tant role to lay in increas- 
ing trade wit China. 3 
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