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j KUALA LUMPUR, MAY 24 (BERNAMA) -- PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR 
MAHATHIR MOHnMsrnHAS CKLLED O\N MUSLIMS TO BE THRIFVND AVOID 

T~~RAvAGANcE. 
HE SAYS MUSLlMS IN THE COUNTRY SHOULD REALISE THE COUNTRY IS IN 

THE MIDST OF AN ECONOMIC RECESSION. 
IN HXS MESSAGE IN THE SOUVENIR PROCRAMME OF THE 27TH 

INTERNATIONAL QURAN READING COMPETITIONI DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAYS 
THAT BY PRACTISING THRIFT? THEY WILL NOT ONLY HELP MAINTAIN THEIR 
OWN FINANCIAL STARSLITY BUT ALSO STRENGTHEN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY. 

ON THE THEME OF THIS YEAR’S COMPETITION +BLESSING IN THRIFT, 
MISFORTUNE IN WASTAGE+5 HE SAYS THE CHOICE OF THE THEME WAS BASED ON 
THE IMPORTANCE FOR MUSLIMS TO’PRACTISE THRIFT AS IT IS ONE OF THE 
EXHORTATIONS OF ISLAM ENSHRINED IN THE QURAN. 

HE SAYS THRIFTINESS IS NOT DEPENDENT ON THE INCOME QF A PERSON 
OR THE ECONOMiC SITUATION AT A GIVEN TIME. -- MORE 
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THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSES THAT THRIFT THRQUGH CAREFUL 
BUDGETTING WILL ENABLE THEM TO MOEILISE THEIR SAVINGS AND USE IT TO 
STRENGTHEN THEIR FINANCIAL POSITION. 

THEY WILL NOT ONLY BE HELPING THEMSELVES BUT ALSO THE NEEDY, HE 
ADDS. 

WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT? HE SAYS* IS THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TQ 
USE THE WEALTH ACCUMULATED TO SPREAD THE TEACHINGS OF ISLAM AND AT 
THE SAME TIME HORK FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RELIGION. 

+O’JR DEEDS AND ENDEAVOWRS IN THIS RESPECT WILL BE GREATLY 
REWARDED BY ALLAH, THIS IS HHAT IS MEANT BY +THRIFTINESS WILL BE 
BLESSED+, HE ADDS. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, WASTAGEI BE IT IN THE FORM OF EXPENDITURE9 
TfME OR ENERGY, WILL BRING GREAT PERSONAL LOSS AND ULTIMATELY 
THREATEN THE ECONOMIC STABILITY 0s THE COUNTRY. -- MORE 
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THAT IS WHY ISLAM FORBIDS ITS FOLLOWERS TO BE WASTEFUL AND 
CONSIDERS THOSE WHO ARE WASTEFUL AS THE ASSOCIATES OF SATAN. 

ONE OF THE MOST GLARING CONSEQUENCES OF WASTEFULNESS, HE SAIDI 
ARE THE MYRIAD 8F PRBBLEMS AND HARDSidIPS THAT WILL BESET A PERSON, 
NO MA’TTEW WICH GROUP HE BELONGS To. 

WASXEFULNESS AND EXTRAVAGANCE WILL RENDER THE PERSON 
ECOIJOMICAL’L‘l VULNERABLE Y LEADING TO HIS SUSCEPTIBILITY TQ CRIMES 

SUCH AS BRIBERY, ROBBEPY AND STEALING. 

THE PfflME MINISTER HIT OUT AT A.GROCP OF MUSLIMS WHO HE SAYS 
FREFER TO WASTE THEIR PRECIOU S TIME AND ENERGY HANGXNG AROUND 

AIMLESSLY AT AMUSEMENT CENTRES AND SHOPPING COMPLEXES. 
iTHESE PEOPLE FORGET THAT THE COUNTRY XS IN NEED bF THEIR ENERGY 

AND SERVICES TO HELP THEM IMPROVE’THEIR OWN POSITIONI+ HE SAYS. 
+ALTHOUGH THEIR SERVICES MIGHT NOT RESULT IN AN IMMENSE MATERIAL 

GAINI THEIR HONESTY IN CONTRIBUTING THE SERVICES IS CONSIDERED A 
GOOD DEED WHICH WOULD BE APPROPRIATELY REWARDED BY ALLAHI+ HE ADDES. 
-- EERNAMA 
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