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TQDAY DECLINED TO COMMENT MUCH ON KASSlM AHMAD’S BOOK ON THE HAPS!3 * 
WHICH VARIOUS QUARTERS INCLUDING UMNO DIVISIONS WANT BANNED. 

QUERIED BY REPORTERS ON UMNO’S STAND ON THE’CONTROVERSIAL BOOK 
-- +HADIS: SATU PENILAIAN SEMULA+ -- THE PRIME MINISTER SAXi3 IF Ii 
WAS TO BE BANNED, IT SHOULD BE ON A COMMON BASIS. 

HE SASD THAT XF THE BOOK WAS BANNED BECAUSE IT WAS CAUSING A 
S&X ZN MUSLIM UNITY9 VHEN ALL THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN DIVIDING 
THE MUSLIMS SHOULD ALSO BE +BANNED.+ 

THE PRIME MINXSTER WAS SPEAKING TO .REPORTERS AT THE PUSAT INSAF 
i;iRI. DADAH REHABILITATION CENTRE IN BUKXT MERTAJAM WHEN HE WAS ASKED 
ABOUT UMNO’S STAND ON THE ISSUE FOLLOWING VIEWS THAT IF UMNO DID NOT 
WORK TOWARDS BANNING THE BOOK? THEN IT REFLECTED ACCEPTANCE. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIRr WHO IS UMNO PRESIDENT, SAID THE PARTY 
DA’6 NOT HAVE THE POWER TO BAN THE BOOK BUT HE DID NOT THINK THAT IT 
ACCEPTED THE BOOK. -- MORE 
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ENCIK KASSIM, THE FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE PARTAI SOSIALIS RAKYAT 
MALAYSIA (PSRMlt WAS ACCEPTEb INTO UMNO RECENTLY. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT THE RELiGIOUS DIVISION OF THE 
PRXME MlNISTER’S OEPARTMENT HA5 MADE SEVERAL SUGGESTIONS TO THE HOME 
AFFAlRS MINISTRY ON THE ACTION WHICH SHOULD BE TAKEN REGARDING THE 
EOCK. 

ASKED \JHETHER HE HAC‘ READ THE BOOKr THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE 
0%’ ‘, READ ?HE SYNjoPSXS LN THE NEWSPAPERS. 

“iti THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION, HE DECL3.NED TO INDICATE WHEN XT 

ASiCED WHETHER THE ELECTiON WOULD BE HELD BEFORE MUSLIMS LEAVE 
FOR P~LCRIMAGE: HE SAID THE PXLGRlMAGE WAS MORE LMPORTANT THAN 

*:!N Tf(E EARISAN NASSONAL MANIFESTO FOR THE ELECTION, DATUK SERI 
i!? MAH.4THlR SAID XT HAS GENERALLY BASED ON THE DESIRE TO SERVE THE 
PEii?LE. ,-- BERNAMA 
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