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cl Q 
What do you think 
of the power you 

hold over people? 

cl 

A I think I have 
been given maxi- 

mum power. If I can- 
not achieve much 
more than I have, 
partly because of the 
distractions and de- 
tractors I have to face 
and their attempts to 
undermine my credi- 
‘bility, I accept this as 
part of life. 

U 
Q 

But there is a dimen- 
sion to your power 

w ch is not to do 
with politics; it is not the 

power of your office, it 1s 
your own aura of author- 
ity. Do you remember 
when you spoke out 
against envlronmenta- 
list lobbies for being antl- 
development, and there 
was a busload of people 
who went in pursuit of a 
certain well-known en- 
vironmentalist and plck- 
eted his home? What do 
you make of such a 
thing? _ 

cl 

I didn’t expect it to 
A ha.ppen, I’m sur- 

prised that it did; but 
there are some people 
who do feel strongly, 
although their methods 
of expressing their opln- 
ions are rather primitive. 
That’s simply because 
they can’t argue their 
case. I think it’s natural 
for the uneducated to ex- 
press their feelings that 
way. Me, I have to argue 
my case. 

Id But you were the 
source. and thev 

u% your ideas in whai 
turned out to be a very 
negative, disruptive way. 
How does that malie you 
feel? 

A? 

I feel sad that they 
A had to resort to that. 
n the other hand, I un- 

derstand their need to ex- 
press themselves. As 
much as we have to un- 
derstand and tolerate the 
need of some people, the 
intelligent ones, to use 
forums - and misuse 
them. They say things 
which have no basis. 
That is also a negative 
approach. 
Let’s talk about the Ba- 
kun project. The real da- 
mage to the environment 
is not the Bakun project. 
If you fly over Sarawak, 
you will see bald patches 
all over the country 
caused by the slash-and- 
burn method of cultiva- 

tion on traditional land. 
Literally thousands of 
acres are destroyed in 
this way. But it is not the 
popular thing to blame 
poor people, although the 
fact that they are poor 
does not detract from the 
fact that they are des- 
troying the environment. 
But which person dares 
to say this? Even I hesi- 
tate to talk to you about 
this. The solution is to re- 
settle these people in an 
area which they can cul- 
tivate without destruc- 
tion, but who dares to say 
this? 

cl Q , You do. 

9 
A 

To you. But even I 
have not come out in 

pu lit to say this. I’m 
scared. This could be- 
come a political issue. 
“Are you suggesting 
these people should not 
be allowed to live their 
natural way of life?” 
When there were a few, 
no harm was done. But 
over the years, people 
have multiplied into 
hundreds of thousands. 
There are many places in 
Sabah and Sarawak 
where there is only se- 
condary jungle; not be- 
cause we extract timber, 
but because of this prlmi- 
tive method of cultiva- 
tion. 
How many “investigative 
reporters” are prepared 
to go and study how 
much land has been des- 
troyed this way? 

You’re not too fond 
of the Press are you, 

It’s not that. I think 
the Press has a role 

to play, but the Press 
mu& a&o be responsible. 
The first thing I did when 
I became Prime Minister 
was to call the Press and 
tell them you have to ln- 
form us where we go 
wrong. I need this feed- 
back. But I find that some 
people - not all - have 
to invent incidents in 

FEARS 
order to publish. 

cl Q Sensationalism,? 

0 
A Yes. 

El Q 
I would suggest that 
a lot of us have a tre- 

mendous feeling of impo- 
tence; and I thlnk that 
sensatlonallsm might be 
a reaction to this convic- 
tion that we have no say 
in the way the country is 
run. 

Cl 

I don’t think so. It de- 
A pends on the percep- 

tion. The Press can help 
the process of develop- 
ment, or it can obstruct. 
It has to dish out praise 
where praise 1s due, it 
has to be critical where 
criticism is justified. To 
say that over the last five 
or six years there has 
been no improvement at 
all in the Government’s 
service to the people 
would not be quite cor- 
rect. And yet, how often 
have we read about this? 

P 
Q 

I would think a solu- 
tion 1s communica- 

t on between your office 
and us out there. We don’t 
seem to have enough of 
it. 

0 

I sometimes feel 
A frightened. Natural- 

ly, the journalists who 
get near me are the more 
aggressive ones, and 
they have a tendency to 
be sensational. They 
catch me on the way to 
the toilet and ask me a 
question. I give a very 
simple answer, and it is 

taken out of context. I get 
into a lot of jams, and the 
next day I find what’s re- 
ported is not what I said. 
The words may be the 
same, but the context is 

wrong. After that I be- 
come veri frightened 
about saying anything, 
and I have no comments 
to make. 

P 
Q 

There are two situa- 

tions when the me- 
a and yourself can get 

together. One is the for- 
mal Press Conference. 



I go to the kampun and do a lot of 
work there. A lot o 3 reporters follow 
me. Not one word about what I did in 
the kampung. All the questions are on 
what’s happening in KL. Why follow 
me to the kampung? And then I am 
accused of showing no interest in rural 
development, paying attention only 
to heavy industries. 

which tend to be glorified 
dictation sessions. The 
other is this chasing you 
around, firing questions 
at you. It seems that 
neither of these actually 
helps you get your ideas 
across. 

9, 

It’s not my fault. You 
A don’t ask me the 

rig t questions! Practi- 
cally nobody’s asked me 
questions on the environ- 
ment, for example. They 
will ask me “Is the MCA 
problem solved?” “Is the 
Gerakan leaving the 
Rarisan Nasional?” 
I go to the kampung and 
do a lot of work there. A 
lot of reporters follow 
me. Not one word about 
what I did in the kam- 
pung. All the questions 
are on what’s happening 
in KL. Why follow me to 
the kampung? And then I 
am accused of showing 
no interest in rural deve- 
lopment, paying atten- 
tion only to heavy indus- 
tries. 

When1 go to the kam- 
pung and start these 
rural industries, all kinds 
of things, most of which 
are -~ I don’t like t.o say 
this, but ~ are my OWD 
ideas, nothing is report- 
ed. And I am asked why I 
don’t do something for 
the rural areas? It’s not 
that I don’t; it’s just that 
it’s of no interest to those 
who interview me. 

P Q 
Is this what you 
mean by irresponsi- 

b e journalism? 

cl 
A ~h;;,!;l,l,o,o;~;o!?; 

ing. There has been very 
little reporting on rural 
industries, on what we 
have been doing in the 
kampungs, how we have 
raised the level of health 
and education... this is 
not very sensational, but 
there is a lot of human in- 
terest in the development 
of a kanpung. The revo- 
lution that is taking place 
in the minds of the kam- 
p:nng people, in their way 
of life, is something that 
is worthy of reporting. 

0 Q 
I do agree that we 
are not concentrat- 

ing as much as we per- 
haps should on the 75 per 
cent of this nation which 
is rural, but that’s only 
because we seem to be 
heading towards a very 
urban frame-of-mind. No 
matter what happens, 
the teenager in the coun- 
tryside is bound to be 
drawn towards the ma- 
jor centres. Hence we 
have urban drift, squat- 
ters... 

9 

A ;;::;;;:;;;&;;; 

rea ly do not want people 
to spend the rest of their 
lives in the rural areas 
working a small plot of 
land. The land area can- 
not be increased. As the 
family grows in size, they 

must leave the land, and 
the land must be consoli- 
dated into bigger farms, 
run on a co-operative ba- 
sis along modern lines; 
with people working 
there as paid employees 
as well as owners. 
The younger generation 
should flow into the ur- 
ban areas where we have 
industries and trades. I 
think it is unnatural to 
tell people “Look, you 
stay in the kampung 
while I enjoy myself in 
the town”. If we have 
5,000-acre padi estates, I 
think there would be 
managers who would be 
highly-qualified and able 
to run them. 

0 Q 
In other words, 
farmers too can be 

prosperous. 

cl 
A 

Yes. This is what 
we’re calling the 

bendang kelompok con- 
cept. Amalgamate your 
land. You will own a 
share in accordance with 
the area you contributed, 
you will get your profit 
based on that share, at 
the same time a few of 
you will work on that 
land as paid employees. 
The rest could start cot- 
tage industries, or go to 
the towns and get a job. 

0 
Q 

But what if they 
come and there are 

no Jobs? Is it fair to sug- 
gest to the rural folk that 
the urban uay.of-life is 
something they should 
aspire towards? 

cl 

It is not a question of 
A aspiring towards. It 

is something that you 
cannot avoid anymore. 

Look at all the developed 
countries. When the Unit- 
ed States was started 200 
years ago, 95 per cent of 
the population lived in 
the rural areas, produc- 
ing food for the five per 
cent who lived in towns. 
Today, five per cent live 
in the rural areas produc- 
ing food for the 95 per 
cent who live in towns. 

This is the switch that 
happens when develop- 
ment comes. 
Development is bad only 
when you don’t know how 
to manage it. There is no 
necessity to have slums, 
but there is a price to be 
paid. You can’t say “Don’t 
touch the people in the 
slums because they are 
poor,” while at the same 
time saying they must 
live in better conditions. 
How do they live in better 
conditions if you can’t 
pull down their houses 
and build better houses 
for them? 

0 Q 
All-in-all it adds up 
to a major “revolusl 

mental” for the Malays. 
You’ve made them think 
very deeply about their 
nature, about who they 
are and where they’re 
going, and then you 
worry that they’re losing 
their identity. Maybe we 
are developing a new 
and more modern iden. 
tity for the future. Maybe 
that’s good. Maybe we 
should lose the old iden- 
tity. If it is associated 
with backwardness, it 
isn’t a. good thing at all. 

0 
A 

It’s all a question of 
management. Noth- 

ing is bad if you know 
how to manage it. Being 
poor is bad, but being rich 
is also bad if you don’t 
know how to manage 
j-our wealth It is poor 
management that affects 
us. We have to become 
better managers. 
It is only recentiy that 
the MaJays have been in- 
troduced to a monetised 
society. I have talked 
about the Malays’ idea of 
money as a mere conven- 
ience; something lighter 
that you can put in yciur 
pocket instead of ca.rry- 
ing a sack of rice to the 
town. Money in order to 
make money is a new 
concept. 

r-l 
Q $h;;gs are chang- 

cl A Slowly. 

cl We seem to be now 
Q ln a tlme of great 

questioning. Islam is be- 
ing questioned, your ad- 
ministration, you your. 
self are being 
questioned. It seems a 
worrisome time. 

Cl 
A 

I’m not scared, real- 
ly. I see things very 

clearly. I see the dangers 
of course, but I also see 
the solutions. I think, gi- 
ven greater appreciation 
of the problems by re- 
sponsible people, includ- 
ing the Press, we can 
ovcrccme all these prob- 
lems together, and go on 
to achieve the kind of so- 
ciety that is rightfully 
Malaysia’s. We are a rich 
country, we have people 
with the potential. We 
have a lot of negative 
things, of course, but we 
have the means to over- 
come them. 

cl Q 
Or at lrast, if we 
can’t overcome ali 

our problems, ensure 
that our problems don’t 
overcome us. 

At the very least. 

0 Q 
DO you think there 
will ever come a 

time when every young 
Malaysian can feel that 
his position. his pro- 
spects and opportunities 
in this country, have 
nothing to do with his 
race? 

cl 
A 

That is certainly a 
possibility. You see, 

you only cling to your 

race when you feel a 
sense of fear. If the Ma- 
lays learn that there real- 
ly is nothing to fear, that 
they have the ability to 
compete and succeed, I 
think the emphasis on 
seeking protection in 
their own community 
will disappear. 
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