BN hq to
decide
on Sabah
‘seats
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Tues. -~ The Barisan
Nasional head-
quarters will finalise
the allocation of par-
liamentary seats
among the three Sa-
bah component par-
ties for the general
election.

Barisan chairman Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad said reque‘ﬁs for
more seats would also be
decided by the head-
quarters.

At a recent State Bari-
san meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Datuk Jo-
seph Pairin Kitihgan,
who is also Parti Bersatu
Sabah (PBS) president,
the PBS was allocated 14
seats, Usno five and Ber-
jaya dne.

Usno and Berjaya pro-
tested against the al-
location made at the
meeting which Berjaya
president Datuk Mo-
hamed Noor Mansoor
claimed his party was
not invited.

History

Usno has asked for
three more seats.

“All requests will be
considered by the Bari-
san Nasional head-
quarters,” Dr Mahathir
said at a Press confer-
ence after chairing an-
other meeting of the
State Barisan.

At the meeting PBS
was represented by Da-
tuk Pairin, deputy presi-
dents Mark Koding and
Chau Tet On, secretary-
general Joseph Kurup
and treasurer Bernard
Dompok. Usno was repre-

was happy the three par-
ties had agreed to use the
Barisan symbol in the
general election.

The meeting discussed
the allocation of seats,
how the Barisan is to
operate in Sabah and the
procedures to adopt dur-
ing meetings of compon-
ent parties.

“All parties have been
advised against fielding
independent candidates
and we have agreed not
to accept them,” he said.

On whether co-opera-
tion among the Sabah
parties in the Barisan
would eventually evolve
into a partnership in the
Government, he said that
was for the Sabah parties
to decide.

“Sabah has a very dif-
ferent history where
component parties have
not participated in the
State Government. Of
course, we would like to
see everyone partici-
pate,” he said.

He was happy with the
visit, saying it was mean-
ingful for improving re-
lations between the State
and Federal Govern-
ments.

sented by deputy presi-
dent Datuk Sakaran Dan-
dai, assistant secretary-
general Osu Sukam and
supreme council member
Ampong Puyon while
Berjaya was represented
by supreme council
me:mbers Senator Wong
Yav, Ket and Yapin Gim-
poton and executive se-
cretary Yusof Yaacob.
Dr Mahathir said he
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