PM WARNS

By K. BARADAN

KOTA KINABALU, Tues. —
The Barisan Nasional will con-
tinue to rule the country even
if it wins by only a simple ma-
jority but it cannot be held re-
sponsible for the conse-
quences, Prime Minister Da-
tuk_Seri Dr Mahathir Moha~
mad saidtoday.

“He said the Barisan had to tell the
voters why it needed the two-third
majority so that they would not make
amistake in their choice.
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“If don’t (tell the people), then
en ( P )@gother, and if there are changes of

we are not carrying out our dutjes to
the voters. There is no threfit-if -tifs;”
he told reporters after meeting State
Barisan leaders.

Dr Mahathir sald the Barisan need-
ed the two-third majority to ensure a
strong and stable government for the
people.

He said the Barisan would continue
to rule the country even if it won by
only a simple majority in the coming
general election.

“But if there is no stauvility, if there
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is a lot of jumping from one side to

«Fovernment and if politics and the
economy are destabilised, we cannot
be blamed because we have already
explained to the people the conse-
quences of their actions,” he said.

Dr Mabhathir said the Barisan could
ensure that the interests of all races
were protected because none of the
component parties could do as it
wished.

“In the coalition, none of the parties

- has a two-third majority. This is an

important fact to remember.

“Due to this, all parties have to co-
operate among themselves and this
would ensure that the interest of all
races is safeguarded,” he said.

He said that no single party in the
Barisan could do as it pleased, for ex-
ample, amend the Constitution as it
had to consult other component par-
ties.

He alsosatd the Government did not
forsee the need to amend the Federal
Constitution to bar Members of Parlia-
ment from leaving one party for another.

Dr Mahathir returned to Kuala Lum-
ISJur this evening after two days in the

tate:
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