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KUALA LUMPUR, 
Wed. -J&tuk Seri pF 
Mahathir B 
today urged farmers 
and ‘fish&men to be 
receptive to changes 
and modern techno- 
logy to help increase 
productivity. 

The Prime Minister 
said they should learn 
new technology, for their 
returns would cornmen. 
surate with their Iabour 
oulput. 

“We ‘lust keep pace 
with 

9 
dernisation and 

<*hang 1 If we do not, we 
face the prospect of be- 
ing lrft behind and per- 
haps become extinct,” he 
said when launching the 

tell& 
Farmers’ and Fisher- 
men’s Day celebrations 
at the Putra World Trade 
Centre. This year’s 
theme is Increasing Pro- 
ductivity Through Tech- 
nology. 

Dr Mahathir said as 
mechanisation had re- 
sulted in increased pro- 
ductivity and mlnimised 
labour, farmers and fi- 
shermen should consider 
venturing into other 
fields. 

“Farmers and fisher- 
men must think of new 
ways that can benefit 
lhem. Through the use of 
modern technoloy, not 
all need to remaln as 
farmers and fishermen. 
“Some should think of 

changing occupation be- 
cause as long as they are 
dependent on human re- 
sources, they will be una- 
ble to increase productl. 
vity.” 

Dr Mahathlr also ad- 
vised farmers and fisher- 
men not to be easily dls- 
appointed if the use of 
new technology dld not 
give immediate results. 

“There wlll always be 
teething problems. But if 
we work hard and adapt 
to these changes, we can 
overcome these prob- 
lems.” 

Dr Mahatblr said 

farmers should not resist 
change but instead think 
hard of how this change 
could bring benefit in the 
long term. 

He cited as an exam- 
ple, the use of outmoded 
fishing methods by local 
fishermen. 

“When forelgn flsher- 
men encroach our 
waters using modern 
methods and catch more 
fish, we get angry. We 
should not. We should in- 
stead use the same 
method which will bene- 
fit us in the end.” 

He also spoke of how 
modern technology could 
be beneficial to one 
country but detrimental 
to another. 

He said Indonesia, 
which once had to import 
rice from Thailand to 
feed its population. 
stopped doing so after It 
acquired modern techno- 
lO?iY. 

Indonesia, he added, 
had benefited from mo- 
dern technology at the 
expense of Thailand. 

Dr Mahathlr said alth- 
ough It would be cheaper 
for Malaysia to import 
rice from its neighoours, 
it could not do so as thou- 
sands of farmers would 
be made jobless. 

Dr Mahathlr was ac- 
companied by his wlfe 
Datin Seri Dr Fiti Has- 
mah and Agriculture 
Minister Datuk Seri San- 
usi Junid. 
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