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KUALA LUMPUR
Thurs. — Datuk Serl
Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said today his
Look East policy had
failed to gain full sup-
port of the people be-
cause it was “under-
mined” by certain
quarters.

The Prime Minister at-
tributed the failure to cri-
tics who consider them-
selves intellectuals.

“For three years, we
have not been able to con-
vince the people of the
good work ethics of the
East which have helped a
number of Eastern coun-
tries to progress,” he
said.

He also believed that
criticisms from these
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groups of people had
partly contributed to the
country's economic slow-
down.

Their intention is only
to erode the people’s con-
fidence in his leadership.

“I want to ask them
what they have contri-
buted besides writing
working papers and mak-
ing speeches to criticise
Government policies,” he
said when launching the
Cultural Month and a ral-
ly to mark Youth Day at
the Stadium Jalan Raja
Muda here.

The critics maintain
that Malaysia should
only emulate the exam-
ples of the “whites” be-

cause they are superior
than the “coloured” peo-
ple though this is not
true.

However, the Gov-
ernment is still con-
vinced that to progress
Malaysia should emulate
the work ethics of the
East and not those of the
West.

“Therefore the Gov-
ernment will not change
its present policies de-
spite calls by certain
quarters who call them-
selves intellectuals,” he
said.

Propaganda

Western society had
reached a stage where
they tend to relax alth-
ough they know it is de-

trimental to their coun--

tries. They can afford to
do so because they can
depend on past achieve-
ments.

“However in this
country we cannot afford
to relax. We need to work
hard and maintain our
discipline in work and
life to ensure our contin-
uous progress.”

In an obvious reference
to the opposition parties,
Dr Mahathir hit out at
those who still wanted to
claim they have the peo-
ple’s support even after
having been defeated in
the recent general elec-
tion.

“Barisan Nasional’s

victory in the election
clearly shows that its po-
licies are acceptable to
the people.”

The Government will
not entertain those who
are only interested in
making criticisms and
accusations all the time.

The Government be-
lieves in doing work for
the benefit of the people;
not just talk.

Any policy can be suc-
cessful, although it may
not be exceptionally so,
as long as it is imple-
mented with great deter-
mination and confidence.

Even the best of poli-
cies will fail if the Gov-
ernment and the people
are not committed.

Everyone must place
the country’'s well-being
above self-interests alth-
ough this calls for sacri-
fice.

Certain quarters have
tried to stir racial senti-
ments during the recent
election campaign but
their propaganda had
failed to attract the peo-
ple. The election results
proved that only parties
which are prepared to co-
operate with other races
will emerge victors.
Therefore the people re-
jected parties which
were narrow-minded.

The Government will
continue to promote all
activities which reflect a
multi-racial society.

The people should be
proud that they have
been able to live in peace
and prosperity in a multi-
racial country like
Malaysia, he added.
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