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KU9rLA LUHPUR, AU6 3& :BERNAtlA) -- DATUK SERX DR ,HAHATHIR HOHAHAD 

REHINDED THE PEOPLE TONI6HT THAT TH0 rtir’FIBELVES ARE RESPDNSXBL~FOR 
DEFENDING THE COWNTRY’S INDEPENDENCE ATTAINED 29 YEARS AGO, 

THE PRItlE HINXSTER SAID THAT IF THE COUNTRY CAKE UNDER ATTACK BY 
A FOREIGN POWER XNTENDIN6 TO PUT IT UNDER COLONISATION AGAINI 
HALAYSXANS THEtiSELVES HAD TO TAKE-UP ARHS TO DEFEND THE NATPON. 

SPEAKING AT A DXNNER 6IVEN FOR ABOUT 650 MERDEKA AND 
ANTI-RALAYAN URfON FIGHTERS FROM THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY MEREv HE 
SAXD THAT ALTHOUGH THERE HIGHT BE COUNTRXES SYHPATHiSING WIYti 
MA~~AYSfAo ?HEfR PEOPLE WOULD NOT DEFEND +OUR NATION+ IF XT WAS 
ENVADED w 

+IF WE ARE ATTACKED5 WE OURSELVES WllLL HAVE TO BEAR ARKS TO 
DW’END OUR COUNTRY. DTWER PEOPLE MILL ONLY SYHPATHISE AND SHED TEARS 
BUT WILL. NOT HELP OR 60 TO WAR (ON OUR BEHALF’) UNLESS IT IS TO THEXR 
CAIN*+ ,HE ADDED. 

HE SAID THIS ATTXTUDE tdAS CLEARLY SHOWN WHEN AN ILSEAMXC COUNTRY, 
AFBHAtiSSTANv WAS INVADED. THE AF6HANS HAD TO FfCHT THEIR OWN BAR TO 
REQAlN THELR FREEDON. -- HORE 
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DATUK SEWT DR PiAHATHkR STRESSED THAT THE AF6WAMS WERE STLLF 
FZCHTlNCi TO FREE THEIR COUNTRY WHILE OTHER COUNTRIES ONLY 
SYKPATHPSED. 

+%‘+iLj” OF OUR PEOi)LE SA90 THEV I;&=GHANS) ARE I”tUSLlMS AN5 lSLA!I 
CUTS ACROSS ALL WATXONAI BOUNDARIES BUT THEN THE QUESTXON OF 
MIT~O~UAEISH 81ILL CROPr’E5 UP IN C3NNEC‘ltON 1JlCTW :HE W&R IN 
AF6HANEGTANs+ HE ADDED. 

OklV THE HATXONAL18TIC FERVOUR OF THE AFGMANS SPliRRED ‘THE% f3 
EACRLFZCE THEIR LIVES* PROPERTY AND EVERYTHING ELSE TO DEFEND THE.ER 
COUNTRY 4) 

+t’lANV OF OUR COUNTRY’S PEOPLE HAD SYMPATHISED dITH THESR PLIGHT 
BUT K MkVE YET T3 SEE THESE PEOPLE WHO TALK SO HUGH TAKE UP ARK9 TO 
DEFER3 AF6HANPSTANo AN5 THEIR REASON (FOR NOT DOING THIS> IS THAT 
THEY ARE ?%+LAYSZkNC AN5 HALAYSSA (AND NOT AFGHANISTAN) IS THEXR 
COUNTRY:+ THE FRIFIE Hfk(LSTEW ADDED. 

HE EKPHPtSISE5 THAT TO QEFEND THE INDEPERDENCE OF THE COUNTRY 
THAT WAD BEEN SO HARD WON, ALL LEVELS OF THE POPULATION IN MALAYSIA 
BUST 8E UNITED. 
-- IIORE 
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WHEN DEWANDINC INDEPENDENCE BEFORE, WE WERE THEN FACING THE 
~XWl’Y BRITISH 60UERNMNT WHILE WE WERE WEAK IN ALL ASPECT59 BUT 
UITH UNIt’fr WE WON INDEPENDENCE FOR OUR COUNTRYr+ HE SAID. 

HE REHINDED THE PEOPLE AGAINST THINKING THAT THIS SPIRIT OF 
UNITY UA5 NO LONGER NECESSARY.AFTER THE COUNTRY HAD GAINED 
INDEPENDENCE. 

ACCORDIN TO THE PHSPIE HINISTER, IF THIS UNITY WAS NOT CHERISHED 
AND THE COUNTRY BECAME WEAK9 OTHER QUARTERS WOULD TRY TO SUBJUGATE 
THE COUNTRY AS HAD HAPPENED TO KAMPUCHEA, 

DATUK SERI OR HAHATHIR EXPLAINED THAT THE UNITY HE MEANT WAS NOT 
JUST INTER-RACIAL UNITY BUT ENCOflPASSED INTER-GENERATION UNITY 

+lF THE NEW CENERATIDN NO LONCER RESPECTS THE OLD GENERATIO& 
THEN DISUNITY HAS OCCURRED IN OUR COUNTRYI+ HE SAID. -- NORE 
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HE ALSO REGRETTED THAT SOHE OF THE YOUTH HAD FORGOiTEN THE 
-BACRIFlCES OF THE OLD GENERATZON AND +NO LONGER EXPRESS THEIR LOVE 
FOR THE COUNTRY BtiT ONLY SHOW A WlLLINGMESS TO REAP THE WEALTH MADE 
POSSIBLE BY THE STRUGGLE OF THE P&ST GFNERATION.A 

THE PRIME NINPGTEA HOWZVER WAS PROUD OF THE CONTRlSUTION OF THE 
YOUNG A8’A WHOLE kl\b PRESERVf&iG THE STABILITY OF i’HE COUNTRYI 
PARTICULARLY THEXR SUPPORT f&iAT HA5 GlVEN THE BARPSAN NASlONAL A 
SWEEPIN VICTORY ICI’4 THE RECENT GENERAL ELECTION. 

ON NATIONAL 5AY CELEBRATlONS THXS YEARI OATUK SE2i 5R PEAHAYH3R 
SAID THE CELEBRATlONS HAO GREAT SZGN%FICANCE It4 -‘i-HAT EACH GROOP IN 
SOCIETY WAS NOT FORGOTTEN AN5 ALL WERE OF EQUAL :HPOf?TANCEe 

+bfALAYSTA BELONGS TO ALL OF US A$JD IS OUR JOINT RESPONSEBILITY~ 
BUT IF EACH SECTION TH1NKS ‘ONLY OF ffS 0ilN RIG~~HTSP THE iNDEPEN5EbiCE 
OF THE COUNTRY tall!_. EVENTUALLY BE LOSTr+ HE ADDED. 

PRESENT AT THE DZNWER ORGANISED B'd THE UTUSAN PEEAYi:: NEWSPAPEk 
GROUP WAS AGRfCULTURE MPNPSTER AND NATXbNAL DAY CELEBRATLONS CEN’TRA!. 
0ffQANfSfNG COi’MlTTEE CHAIR#AN DAT’JK SERl SAMUSL iUN3.D.: .-- BERNA?‘@+ 
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