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an independent body whose objective is to draw 
up proposals for solving problems facing poor 
countries - will be set un bv the end nf the VPI~F r ‘-.2 ---- -- -__- _;“_J _-_. 

Announcing this at a Press conference yes- 
terday, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
he expected the commission would take about 
two years to complete its work. Its recommen- 
dations will then be submitted to various coun- 
tries for implementation. 

Members of the commission - they are ex- 
pected to number 20 - will be picked by its 
chairman, Tanzanian statesman Julius Nyer- 
ere, with the assistance of the steering commit- 
tee which prepared the groundwork for the es- 
tablishment of the body. 

The committee, set up at the second South- 
South conference in Kuala Lumpur in May; is 
chaired bv Dr Mahathir. 

The choice of the lo- 
cation for the commis- 
sion’s headquarters 
will also be left to Mr 
Nyerere. 

Replying to a question, 
Dr Mahathir said there 
was no move to include 
the formation of the com- 
mission in the declara- 
tion of the current Non- 
Aligned summit. 

This is because the 
commission is an inde- 
pendent body outside the 
umbrella of NAM or the 
Group of 77 (the develop- 
ing countries’ voice in the 
United Nations) or any 
other organisation. 

All he wants is an 
expression of support 
from NAM leaders. 

For the same reason, 
no attempt will be made 
to solicit large donations 
so that no Government or 
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organisation can dictate 
to the commission. The 
body will depend on 
small financial astais- 
tance. 

Replying to another 
question, Dr Mahathir 
hoped that the recom- 
mendations of the South 
Commission would not 
end up like the Brandt 
Commission report on 
North-South co-opera- 
tion. 

He remarked that per- 
haps the Brandt Com- 
mission report was not 
implemented because the 
“North was not keen” 
about it. 

In the case of the South 
Commission, it is being 
set up to help poor coun- 
tries of the South. It will 
be in their iiiterest to 

come together and solve 
their problems. 
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