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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - 
The three-day 37th Umno 
general assembly, which 
ended today, reaffirmed 
its support for the Gov- 
ernment and its moderate 
approach in the formula- 
tion and implementation 
of national policies. 

Party president atuk Seri 
mMahnthirMn”a_m.&d said-. 
Umno will continue with this 
stand in the interests of har- 
mony and stability in the 
country. 

He said this was testimony of 
the party’s responsibility towards 
the multi-racial nation. 

“This attitude has enabled 
Umno to continue with its strug- 
gle and duties and help form the 
Government,” he told reporters 
after the assembly. 

“This moderate stand has also 
made Umno aware of the realities 
of the multi-racial society.” 

He hoped Umno’s moderation 
and concern with national stabi- 
lity and harmony would be an ex- 
ample to other groups. 

Criticisms levelled at Umno 
were, therefore, unfounded. 

The Prime Minister said alth- 
ough there were some strong 
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views aired during the 
assembly, the mem- 
bers on the whole had 
a moderate attitude 
towards current is- 
sues. 

‘We take a realistic 
view of the situation in 
the country and we take 
into consideration the 
opinions of others in car- 
rying out our plans.” 

The general assembly 
had been dominated by 
the oontroveray aur- 
rounding the New Econo- 
mic Policy (NEP) and 
the National Education 
Policy. 

Some strong views 
were aired by delegates 
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on political and economic 
resolutions. 

been able to form the 
Government once again 
with other members of 

delegate Fahmi Ibrahlm 
who, during the debate on 
the resolution of educa- 
tion, said some Umno 
members who had been 
faithful and loyal in fol- 
lowing the orders of 
leaders had “suffered” at 
the hands of certain 
quarters - resulting in a 
few losing their posts or 
being demoted. 

not help Malaysia 
The Umno president 

expressed his disappoint- 
ment that a delegate 
from Terengganu had 
blamed his outspoken- 
ness for the decline in 
commodity prices. 

He admitted that his 
speeches were some- 
times hard-hittine but 
they were well prepared. 

“I think carefullv be- 

Soviet Union at a low 
price. As a result, Austra- 
lia is not able to sell its 
wheat.” 

Dr Mahathir said that 
when he delivered his 
speeches, he dealt on 
what was right and he 
was not being biased. 

What was important, 
he added, was that firm 
action should be taken 
whenever necessary. 

He did not see why he 
should not be outspoken 
when he was abroad as 
he did the same in the na- 
tion. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
objectives of the NEP 
should not be questioned 
as these were aimed at 
improving the standard 
of living of the people 
through a restructuring 
of society and eradica- 
tion of poverty, regard- 
less of race. 

“When these objectives 
are achieved is not im- 
portant. What is impor- 
tant is that they are 
achieved,” he said, reiter- 
ating the point he made 
in his address when open- 
ing the.assembly on 
Thursday. 

He added that the 
NEP’s objectives would 
remain, either within the 
present framework of the 
policy or in another new 
strategy, under a differ- 
ent name. 

On the atmosphere of 
the assembly, Dr Ma- 
hathir said there was 
generally a feeling of eu- 
phoria among the dele- 
gates “because the party 
had just won the general 
election, and Umno has 

the Barisan Nasional. 
“However, there is also 

some unhappiness over 
the criticisms levelled at 
them, particularly since 
these criticisms came 
from those they consi- 
dered friends, not ene- 
mies.” 

On complaints that the 
Umno general assemb- 
lies had passed numer- 
ous resolutions but had 
not implemented many 
of them, Dr Mahathir 
said this was not the case. 

What delegates wanted 
was that the Government 
should remain firm in its 
intention to imnlement 
whatever policies had 
been decided for the peo- 
ple. 

And this, he added, the 
Government was pre- 
pared to do. 

Dr Mahathir also said 
Umno leaders would help 
party members who had 
been “maligned” as a re- 
sult of following orders 
“to the best of our abi- 
lity”. 

This was in response to 
a point raised by Youth 

He had asked why had 
the party leaders not 
come to the rescue of 
such faithful followers 
after their misfortune. 

The Prime Minister 
also said the Barisan Na- 
sional Government 
would concentrate on 
providing its Members of 
Parliament adequate 
briefing and information 
on national policies. 

Earlier when replying 
to points raised bv dele- 
gates during the three 
days of debate, Dr Ma- 
hathir said the drop in 
the price of Malaysian 
commodities in the world 
market was not the result 
of his open attack on the 
big powers. 

He said even if his 
speeches had been mild, 
the big powers would still 

fore I make a speech,” he 
said, in an unexpectedly 
short reply. 

Dr Mahathir took the 
floor for less than 15 min- 
utes during which he kept 
to a few issues which 
were raised by delegates. 

On the criticisms 
against his speeches, he 
said the big powers 
would do whatever they 
wanted irrespective of 
what he said. _ 

He cited Australia as a 
country which had never 
attacked the big powers 
but still suffered the con- 
sequences of their mani- 
pulation. 

“Although Australia 
had never hit out at the 
United States. the latter 
still sold its wheat to the 

On the three-day as- 
sembly, he said, the New 
Economic Policy (NEP) 
had been one of ihe main 
issues raised and debated 
at the Assemblv. 

The delegates had ex- 
pected Dr Mahathir to 
speak on more issues, in- 
cluding the rift with his 
deputy, Datuk Musa Hi- 
tam. 

Asked later whether he 
wanted to put the issue to 
rest, he said: “You can as- 
sume so.” 

He added that Datuk 
Musa had also indicated 
that he wanted to put the 
matter to rest. 
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