KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.
— The Government 1s
prepared to take correc-
tive steps if it can be
proven that there are de-
viations in the implemen-
tation oflhthe Il)\Iewk Fslcoj
nomic Policy, L eri
i Mo

Dr hathir hamag
saﬁ%%é?f“w

Referring to a state-
ment by MCA deputy
president Datuk Lee Kim
Sai yesterday that while
the party agreed to the
objectives of the NEP, it
was concerned over de-
viations in it§ implemen-
tation, the Prime Minister
said:

“I feel such views

should be discussed with-
in the party (Barisan Na-
sional).

“But if there is proof of
such deviations, we are
ready to take remedial ac-
tion, he added.”

Dr Mahathir also said
that Barisan component
parties could air their
views on the NEP through
their representatives in
the Cabinet.

Asked if the Barisan
would set up a panel simi-
lar to that of Umno’s to
discuss the effects of the
NEP and what changes
were necessary for better
implementation, Dr Ma-
hathir said:

“The first stage is for
us to know what Umno
wants and this will be
done through the Umno
panel which comprises
businessmen and others.”

Dr Mahathir added that
politicians alone could not
make an assessment of
the NEP “just like other
parties which only dis-
cuss the NEP among their
own members.”

He was speaking at a
Press conference after
opening a two-day se-
minar for MPs at the Pu-
tra World Trade Centre.

In welcoming Dr Ma-
hathir’s statement, MCA

president Datuk Dr Ling"

STAR 74 St 1980

Liong Sik said the party
was prepared to identify
areas where it believed
there had been deviations
of the policy.

“We will bring all these
up for discussion within
the Barisan Nasional fo-
rum with a view to seek
solutions,” he added.

Dr Ling, who is also
Transport Minister, de-
scribed Dr Mahathir’s as-
surance as ‘“reflective of
his very honest intention
to truly mould a united
Malaysian country.”

“I think we have to
work together to make a
success of the country
especially in this troubled

time and the deepening
recession,” he added.

Dr Mahathir, in his
Press conference, also
said that the seminar was
to inform MPs on policies
such as Look East, heavy
industries, the NEP, assi-
miliation of Islamic val-
ues and agriculture.

“This is to ensure MPs
are more effective when it
comes to explaining Go-
vernment policies. At pre-
sent, policies are open to
individual interpretation.

“We realise some inter-
pretations are not right
and have to be corrected,”
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he said. .

He added that through
the seminar, the Govern- \
ment hoped MPs would be |
able to take part in de- |
bates in Parliament be- :
cause of a better under-
standing of policies.

‘“At present, some MPs
find it difficult to take
gart in Parliamentary de-

ates because of a lack of
knowledge on policies,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir said similar
seminars will be conduct-
ed at State level.

“Maybe this seminar is
not enough. We may have
to have other such semi-
nars,” he added.
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