
PM: Ron? destrov our democracy 
SHAH ALAM, Fri. - De- 
mocracy in Malaysia will be 

Dr%ahathir, who was 
opening the 34th MIC gen- 
eral assembly at the Dewan 
Jubli Perak here, urged 
Barisan leaders not to go 
“beyond the limits of de- 
mocracy and destroy the 
democracy in this country.” 

“If we believe in the voice 
of the majority, let’s follow 
the majority,“” he said. 

He said the interests of 
the minority were protect- 
ed in a democracy but that 
did not mean they could use 
illegal or dirty tactics to 
threaten the majority. 

He urged Barisan compo- 
nent party leaders not to ex- 
press their dissatisfaction 
over policies or their imple- 
mentation in public but 

through the proper chan- 
nels within the coalition. 

I 

oonent2&+ 1 ” oLLR8!&ey were not con- 
Dr hiahathir said several 

countries had been taken 
over by military govern- 
ments or other autocratic 
forms of rule because the 
people did not know how to 
use the democratic system 
or know its limits. 

“They regard democracy 
as the freedom to do what 
they please or when they 
achieve power through de- 
mocracy they abuse this 
power.” 

fident of gktting the peo- 
ple’s support. 

Democracy in Malaysia 
had lasted because the ma- 
jority of the people under- 
stood the-system and knew 
its limits, he added. 

The Prime Minister said 
the democracy in the 
country was the result of 
co-operation between the 
Barisan component partIcS 
and he urged them to re- 
member their responsibili- 
ties to preserve the system. 

He said the Opposition 
and certain groups were ir- 
responsible aA “WC under- 
stand their chauvinism. We 
must not follow them . . . if 
the Barisan Nasional splits, 
the democracy in this 
country will be destroyed.” 

For the bi ger parties, he 
said, the Ca 5. met could also 
be used as a channel. 

“This way, clarifications 
could be made without hurt- 
ing the feelings of any one 
party, member or leaders of 
smaller component parties. 

“With that solidarity the 
Barisan would not be doubt- 
ed or questioned and its 
hold on the country’s poli- 
tics and the economy would 
be strengthened,” he said. 

He commended the MIC 
Wanita and Youth for being 
aware of these channels and 
their readiness to avoid 
having differences in opin- 
ion with other Barisan com- 

He said there tiere also 
groups which thought they 
were more qualified to rule 
the country than the leaders 
the people had chosen. 

These grou s, he said, did 
not involve t K emselves di- 
rectly in political activities 

Instead, they make use of 
their democratic rights to 
frustrate the Government’s 
efforts, he said. 

He said they wo6 pla 
.X up racial sentiments wit 

the hope that the Govem- 
ment would act sternly 
against them and create ri- 
ots as a result. 

“And when the Govem- 
ment takes action to put a 
stoo to their adverse activi- 
tie;, they would criticise us 
as undemocratic ” he said. 

Such strategids, he said, 
had destroyed democracy 
in a few countries. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Barisan was the only party 
which truly understood the 
democratic system and 
used it properly. 

He said if Malaysia did 
not have an Alliance and the 
Bar&m after that, dozens 
of parties would corn ete 
and not one would be ab P e to 
obtain enough representa- 
tion to form a government. 

This could only be 
B 

ossi- 
ble with a “marriage o con- 
venience” but in most coun- 
tries such governments 
were unstable, he added. 
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