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Seri Dr Mahathir 
ohamad’_s tiaiion-wide 

tour is attracting thousands 
of BariBan Naslonal 

verely criticised both PAS 
and the DAP m his tour, 
which has covered four 
States so far. 

Ustaz Fadzrl rebutted the 
claims made against PAS 

were martyrs Mahathrr took on his v.isit to 
hlasiid Tanah vesterdav. 

And iii at least three of 
these States - Kedah. Ne- 
gri Sembilan and Malacca 
-- PAS has held ceramahs 
on the same day as Dr Ma- 
hathir’s visit to rehutt all 
his attacks against the par- 
ty and. at the same time, re- 
peat its stand on the issues 
which Umno says are divid- 
ing Muslims. 

In Malacca, after Dr Ma- 
hathir’s address to a large 
crowd at the--Ham Reren- 
dam airport in the after- 
noon, PAS held a ceramah 
at a village Just outside 
town. 

He said “government ula- 
maks” from the Kedah Keli- 
gious Affairs Council. who 
passed a fatwu saying that 
those killed were not mar- 
tyrs, were motivated by 
greed and self-interest and 
were not knowledgeable 
;;now;gh to pass such a 

Di: MahathAr rema’rked 
that the boards, which read 
Kumi Menynkong Pclrfi Al- 
luh (We Support Allah’s 
Party) agamst a backdrop 
of the PAS symbol. were 
probably put up only the 
previous night. 

DAP secretary-general Lim 
Kit Siang says will be held 
in early- hlay. 

Although the crowds at 
some of the State visits 
were not up to expectations 
of Barisan leaders, the wide 
media coverage and the 
contact with the people at a 
time when the Opposition 
claims that Government 
credibility is at its lowest 
has borh PAS and the DAP 
worried. 

members. Opposition par- 
ties. particularly the DAP 
and PAS. are also following 
these gatherings very cl6 
sely and are worried. 

Dr Mahathir’s tour, which 
was first viewed by opposi- 
tion members as an attempt 
to restore lost credibility, 
has gained momentum and 
is seen as an effective way 
of countering issues against 
the Barisan Nasional. 

In response, PAS has in- 
creased its attacks on Umno 
leaders and is holding par- 
allel gatherings comciding 
with Dr Mahathir’s visits, 
albeit on a very much 
smaller scale. 

The Prime Minister and 
Barisan chairman has se- 

In Kedah. where PAS has 
a strong following, party 
deputy president Ustaz 
Fadzil Noor held a ceramah 
at Tunjang,, near Alor Star, 
the same night Dr Mahathir 
attended a gathering there. 

The PAS ceramah. which 
was attended by several 
hundred people, heard re- 
corded excerpts of Dr Ma- 
hathir’s speech earlier and 

The main speaker at the 
gathering was Youth exco 
member Haji Khalid Samad 
~ an upcoming PAS leader. 

He criticised Umno 
leaders in his two-hour talk 
which was frequently punc- 
tuated bv shouts of Allah 
Akbur from the crowd of 
about 300. 

He also reminded PAS 
members not to forget that 
they were involved in a ji- 
had (holy war). 

Haji Khalid reiterated the 
PAS stand that Ibrahim Lib- 
ya and his supporters who 
died in the Memali incident 

The same message was 
relaved at Ustaz Fadzil’s 
ceramah in Alor Star and in 
Palung, Negri Sembilan. 

While PAS is just begin- 
ning to get a foothold in Ma- 
lacca and Negri Sembilan. 
and poses no threat to the 
Barisan there, it is dogged- 
ly following the Prime Min- 
ister’s visits and ensurmg 
he knows of theirpresence. 

Another indicator of PAS 
trying to flex its muscles 
were the boards put up 
along the route which Dr 

PAS has some mfluence 
m the area but two weeks 
ago. when party vice-presi- 
dent Ustaz Hadi Auane at- 
tended a ceramah there. no 
such posters or boards were 
seen. 

And the ceramahs m Alor 
Star and Malacca, m which 
loudspeakers were used, 
also defied the lawmen. It is 
learnt that no police per- 
mits were issued. 

To the DAP. the Prime 
Minister’s’tour is seen as a 
campaign platform for the 
general electIon. which 

‘l’he DAP rehutts Dr Ma- 
hathir’s criticisms made at 
each visit and is now elan 
ning to get an injunction to 
stop the mass gathermgs. 

Barisan Nasionat sources 
say that Dr Mahathir will, 
during the course of his vis 
its over the next two 
months, use the opportumty 
to dispel and defuse issues 
exploited by the opposition 
parties. 
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