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KUALA LUMPURv OCT l?/(BERNAHA) -- THERE IS A NEED FOR ASIANS TO 
CHANGE THEIR ATTITUDE AND BE MORE RECEPTIVE IN BRINGING ABOUT 
PROGRESS3 PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR MLIWnrLlrDSAfD 
TONIGHT. 

ALTHOUGH MANY BASIC TECHNOLOGIES AND DISCOVERIES HAD QRIGlNAfED 
IN ASIA, THESE HAD REMAINED UNDERDEVELOPED AND INEFFICIENfLY 
EXPLOITEDI HE SAID AT A DINNER IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FIFTH 
CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATION OF ASIAN VETERINARY ASSOCIATIONS HERE. 

+FOR EXAMPLE9 THE CHINESE SOME 2,900 YEARS AGO HAD USED 
ANTIBIOTICS WITHOUT KNOWING IT WHEN THEY APPLIED twJLDY SOYA BEAN 
CURD TO BOILS AND CARBUNCLES AND OBTAINED BENEFICIAL RESULTS. 
HOWEVER3 THEY NEVER FOUND OUT WHY MOULDY SOYA.BEAN CURD HAD CURATIVE 
EFFECTS ON INFECTIONS. 

+ON THE OTHER HANOI WESTERN SCIENTISTS OBSERVED SIMILAR EFFECTS 
AND THEIR STUDY OF THE PHENOMENON LED TO THE DISCOVERY OF PENICILLIN 
IN 1928,+ HE SAID. 

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO POINTED OUT THAT ASIA1 DESPITE ITS 
EARLIER CIVILISATION AND HEADSTART IN AGRICULTURE* NOW LAGGED FAR 
BEHIND IN TERMS OF FOOD PRODUCTIVITY. -- MORE (END OF CORRECTED RPTN) 
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HE ALSO 8410 THAT WHILE THE PEOPLE OF DEVELOPEO WESTERN NATIONS 
UORRIEO ABOUT THE BALANCE BETWEEN RED AN0 WHITE NEAT AN0 ABOUT 
CHOLESTEROL INTAKE* MANY OF THE ASIANS SUFFEREO CHRONIC #AL.NUTRITION 
AND PROTEIN DEFICIENCY. 

THIS9 HE ADDED, WAS IRONXCAL 46 THE ART OF GRAIN CULTIVATION AN0 
ANIIIAL HUSBANDRY HA0 ORI6INATEO IN ASIA. 

WHILE INNUMERABLE FACTORS COULD BE ATTRIBUTE0 TO THE ANOMALYI 
ONE THING WAS UNDENIABLE -- THAT THERE WAS NOTHING INHERENTLY 
+ANTl-PROGRESS+ IN THE ASIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE9 HE SAID. 

THE PRlME MINISTER ALSO QUOTED EXAMPLES WHERE RAP10 AN0 VAST 
CHANGES H4D TAKEN PLACE IN ASIA, SAYING COUNTRIES LIKE JAPAN, SOUTH 
KOREA AND TAIWAN HAD tIADE ENVIABLE PROGRESS IN AREAS ‘QUITE REMOTE 
FROM THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE. 

HOWEVER, ASEAN FARPIERS WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO REAOILY ADOPT NEU 
TECHNOLOGY AS LONG AS THEY USE0 SUBSISTENCE-TYPE FARKING AS A WAY OF 
LIFE! HE SAID. -- Mc?RE 
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THE 
THISu HE SAIDI COULO BE BEEN IN THE CASE OF THE’ OEVELOPtlENT’ OF 

POULTRY AND SWINE INDUSTRY IN tl4LAYSIA; WHERE NO KEANIN6FUL 
OEVELOPKENT WAS NOTED IN THE 19506 UNTIL FARMERS SUITCHEO FROM 
BACKYARD FARMING TO COMl’lERCIAL VENTURES. 

IN THIS* THE GOVERNflENT HAD OEVELOPEO A STRATEGY TO UPGRADE 
SELECTED SUBSISTENCE FARMERS SN ANIKAL HUSBANDRY AND ORCANISE THEII 
INTO SHALL COM’iERCIAL UNITS, HE ADDED. 

‘HE SAID ORGANXSING FARMERS INTO COMMERCIAL UNITS AND GROUPIN 
THEM UOIJLD ALSO FACILITATE A ?lORE ORGANISEO PIARKETING SYSTEM, MORE 
COST-EFFECTIVE DELIVERY OF SERVICES AND BETTER CONTROL OF QUALITY. 

+SOPtiISTICATED MODERN TECHNOLOGY CAN ONLY YIELD BENEFXTS UHEN 
APPLIED ON A ‘LARGE SCALE IN COt’lt’lERCIAL ENTERPRISES. AS LONG AS THE 
COUNTRY HAS ONLY SUBSISTENCE PEASANT FARPiERS THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT. 
APPLY THIS TECHNOLOGY,* HE SAID. 

HE ADDED THAT THE FARtlING COtWlUNITY IN MALAYSIA HAD TO BE 
RESTRUCTURED IF FARMING WAS TO BE tlODERNISED,~SAYIN6 THAT THIS WAS 
WHAT MALAYSIA WAS TRYING TO DO. -- BERNAMA 
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