- Mahathir
as panel

JAKARTA, Sun. — The Eur-
opean Economic Commun-
ity (EEC) has indicated
that it will support the can-
didacy of [Qat,g}gisrg;'_i_]gg.
Mahathir Mohamadfor the
post of Chairman of the In-
ternational Conference on
Drugs Abuse (ICD) sche-
duled to be held in Vienna
next year.

EEC officials who are here
for the two-day Asean-EEC
ministerial meeting said the
European grouping would have
no problem in supporting the
candidacy of the Malaysian
Prime Minister “as Malaysia's
commitment in fighting
against narcotics abuse has al-
ready earned world-wide re-
cognition”.

A Bernama report said the
matter would be discussed by
the Asean and EEC Foreign
Ministers at the two-day Asean-
EEC ministerial meeting be-
ginning here tomorrow.

Asean Foreign Ministers and
six of their counterparts from
EEC member countries have
already arrived here.

Drugs detection

Ma'aysian Foreign Minister
Datuk Rais Yatim said on arri-
val at the airport last night that
Asean had endorsed Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir as its candidate
for the post “and in this context
we will be enlisting the support
of the EEC".

He said feelers had also been
sent to other blocs, including
the African States, and the re-
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sponse was encouraging alth-
ough one or two countries
might want to name their own
candidates for the post.

Datuk Rais said narcotics
would be one of the important
issues to be discussed at the
Asean-EEC ministerial meet-
ing.

The stress would be on the
training of personnel for enfor-
cement work, updating equip-
ment for drugs detection and
co-operation in the treatment
and rehabilitation of addicts.

Possible crop substitution
proiects for the traditional
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