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“This is what we mean by deficit 
in the current account and anyone 
can understand that if we borrow to 
spend on incidental expenses. soon- 
er or later we will become a pauper 
and a slave to our creditors. 

“As a nation, our freedom will be 
jeopardised and we will he forced to 
follow the dictates of the banks and 
rich countries on how to manage 
our economy 

“in trymg to recover their loans, 
these countries might force us to 
reduce our operating expendlrure 
by ordering the Government to car- 
ry out pay cuts or retrenchlog some 
clvll servants. 

“They have forced these (cut>) on 
several countries m Central and 

lationship between employers and 
employees should be that of “two 
friends or partners.” 

A Government that was “regular- 
ly threatened or attacked” by indus- 
trtal action would be rendered inef- 
fective, he added. 

“Without a righteous and effec- 
tive government. many unhealthy 
mcidents will affect the safety of 
the people and the country.” he 
said. 

Dr Mahathlr said that white Cue- 
pats had the right to defend its 
rights and make demands, there 
was no need to “become enemtes” 
with the Government. 

He remmded Cuepacs leaders 
that success m negotlatlons was not 
necessardy achieved through con- 
frontarlon and pomted out that an 
“adversarial attitude” was normal- 
ly the cause of failures 

In an apparent reference to for- 
mer C‘uepacs president Ahmad Nor 

who IS now SIII’ president ~ and 
the CI\YI servants wage cr,sls !ast 
year. i)r %lahathlr said hc was glad 
That C‘uepacs had “reverted tu its 
original role as R workers’ unwon” 

and was no longer a “pohtlcal body 
which allowed itself to be a oolitical 
instrument.” 

He said that whe;;ever a workers 
union was used as a polItical plat- 
form, the interest of the workers’ 
was always set aslde. 

“If such a ‘political body’ suc- 
ceeds in taking over the Govern- 
ment, unions and workers will con- 
tinue to be oppressed ” he said. 

Dr Mahathrr said the present 
Cuepacs leaderstnp was “more real- 
IstIc“ in irs recent wage negotia- 
tlons with the Government after It 
had freed itself from “those who 
had other motives.” 

“There 1s no more such actmn as 
agreeIn InsIde (III negotlatlons 
with the Government) and dls- 
agreemg outside. which caused d!b- 
ruption and confrontation m Indub- 
trial relations m the r>ublic sector,” 
he added 

Dr Mahattur said that the new 
(‘uepscs leadership could be 
view4 ah “hemg listless” at if 
elnncc but reminded them that III 
ihrs time of recessmn. there was no 
way any leader could succeed II: 

zettlng att demands ful- 
FIlled. 

On the five National Jomt 
Councils, Dr hlahathif 
called for a more “actlve 
and close relatmnshio” to 
identify workers’ pro6lems 
at an early stage so that 
suitahle actlon could be tak- 
en to overcome them. 

Despite the councils’ re- 
quest for negotiation rights. 
he said that this was not 
possible because the Go- 
vernment was not a “profit- 
making company for those 
who own It.” 

The Prime Mmister said 
that he was bemr blunt be- 
cause he was nic;t “Out to 
gain popularity by giving 
the Impression of some- 
thing that does not exist.” 

“If we want to revive our 
economy, we must pool out 
resources and if we ‘fanta- 
slse’ that our position L=+ as 
good as before, then we ~111 
become our own victims.” 
he added. 
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