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MALL&k, Fri. -I’he 
Government will not 
withdraw or make any 
further changes to the 
proposed amend- 
ments to the Official 
Secrets Act (OSA), Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir L---T---~----- 
Mohamad said today. 

This was because the 
Bill to amend the Act haa 
already been modified as 
much as it could be, the 
Prime Minister added. 

“I don’t see any neces- 
sity to modify it further 
except to say that it 
should be left as it is,” he 

tula iqhrt~ia dtti haet- 

ing State Umno liaison 
comuiittee Illtimbers at 
the Chief Minister’s offi- 
cial i esidence. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Kill had already been mo- 
dified after being pre- 
se0te$ dt thi id& sitting 
3f Pal imil&J. bstoie the 
I e~i;,.l guiles -1 ,iection. 

‘l’hia, hc JLIiu aas in 
11,it: tiiLn thi. il;dvern- 
mcnt’- _ir* Ild p ir,.iise to 
study possible ohdnges to 
the Bill. 

But, aesit)iir. havtng 
honouced its p’o&sa, the 
Goveimrmnt “is still lis- 
tening to what the people 
are saying.” 

of the lreud t&i a law 
which wuula lctik to the 
needs of the people. 

Asked if the proposed 
amendments *vould be 
referred to a aelect com- 
mittee, he said: “1 don’t 
see the necessity as the 
Government has already 
listened to the views of 
the people. We have 
made the modifications.” 

Dr Mahathir felt that 
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those who opposed the 
amendments would not 
modify their stand “no 
matter what we do.” 

He said the OSA critics 
never bothered to study 
the proposed amend- 
ments properly or ask for 
zxplanatioi~s 

01, cl.itiLislil within 
Umno to the amend- 
ments, he said: “Maybe 
they (critics from within 
Umno) have not studied 
the amendments too.” 

Referred to a recent 
statement by Opposition 
leader Lim Kit Slang that 
the amendments were 
more extensive than the 
existing regulations, Dr 
Mahathir said Mr Lim 
was a lawyer “and maybe 
he knows about this.” 

However, he added. 
there weit: i~o indicators 
ds to whether this upturn 
could be sustained. 
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