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KUALA L~MPURI MAPLE 90, IBERNA~lAj -- PRXME MINISTER DATUK SERI OR 
MAtiI\PHIR MOHAMAD TONIc;ji:T- CRITICISED CERTAIN LOCAL JOURNALISTS WHO---- 
HmI;;HT THEIR CWN CilljbiTHY’S SHORTCOMINGS AND FAILURES. 

+HOWEVER I AM HAf’P’: TP(4T MALAYSIAN JOURNALISTS WERE BY AND LARGE 
FREE FROM THESE TRAITs,+ HE SAID. 

SFE4KING A7 A DINNEfj SPOMSc:RED BY THE MALAYSIAN NATIONAL PRESS 
I;LUB t!ERE, HE SAID WR:T?NG SUCH ADVERSE REPORTS WAS NOT THE WAY TO 
HELP THE NATI?N. 

-tN.)!xE OF US ti?Li _ GAIN EY R:!NNINC 5OWN THIS COUNTRY AND MAKING 
DIR& PRLDICTIOb~S CCME TRLE-+ HE SAID. 

WC sAs0 T’IiE TRUTH iiA’j-!‘iiAT i)THER COUNTRIES WERE WORSE INCLUDING 
ThE DE.‘.!ELOPEI) q!QES. --- MORE 
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+I N3TE THAT ZERTAiN NEWSPAPERS NOW DO PUBLISH NEWS ABOUT 
F’6JEdTY IN EllROPE AN3 i?HERICAy+ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID. 

+WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IS ONLY THE TIP OF THE ICEBERY AS 
EXTENSIVE ~‘OVERTYI RACIAL AND COLOUR DISCRIMINATION AND ALL TYPES 
CRIME CAN BF. FOUND :N DEVEL3FED COUNTRIESI+ HE SAID. 

S t ’ c: H I N ::: 1 DENTS WERE COMMCN IN DEVELOPED COWNTRIES BUT THEY WERE 
THE I:INES dWICH CRITlCISED DEVELOPINL COUNTRIES ABOUT THIS, DATUK 
SERI 5ri MAHATHIR SAID. 

+t-tr?WEVER FOREIGN JaUf?tdAi_ISTS DO NOT HIGHLIGHT THESE SHAMEFUL 
THINGS LIKE SOME OF THE LOCAL JOURNALISTS,+ 

+DISTASTE FOR A PERSON OR GROUP SHOULD NOT MAKE US TAKE IT OUT 
ON O!JR OWN COUNTRY 94 THE PRIME MINISTER SAID. 
-- MORE 
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tWE ARE A FREE PEOPLE AND IF ANYONE WISHES TO DENIGRATE HIS OWN 
COUNTRY v IT IS HIS RXGHTy+DATUK SEA1 DR MAHATHIR SAID. 

ON DEMOCRACY 7 HE SAID IT WAS INVENTED SO AS TO FREE THE PEOPLE 

ONCE AND FOR ALL FROM FEAR OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
BY PiAKING THE GOVERNMENT IMPERMANENT IT WAS THOUGHT THAT 

OPPRESSION AND FEAR COULD BE REMOVED AND PEOPLE COULD CRITICISE THE 

dOVERNMENT FREELY. 
OAT-UK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID PERHAPS IN A DEMOCRACY FEAR FROM 

SODILY HARM HCID BEEN MORE OR LESS REMOVED BUT A PERSON COULD BE 
ASSASSINATED THROUGH DEFAMATION. 

+iN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY IT IS SO EASY TO DEFAME AND DESTROY AND 
GET AWAY WITH IT.-’ 

A PUBLIC FIGURE WHO DEPENDS ON POP~LARITYI COULD JUST AS WELL 
LOST IT IF HE WAS DEFAMEDi HE SAID, -- BERNAMA 
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