PM assures
Sabah folk

kA Lia 440 Ao $86
Thurs. -- The Prime
Minister assured the
people of Sabah of
their safety following
a spate of bomb blasts
and demonstrations in
Kota Kinabalu and
Sandakan and possible
acts of arson in Tawau
yesterday.

He said the police were
there to look after the sa-
fety of the people.

There was no necessity

for the Federal Gov-
ernment to intervene in
Sabah, he added.

Datuk Seri.Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad added
that the Government had
no plans to send reinfor-
cements to Sabah to dif-
fuse the situation there
as the police “are therc
and arc looking after the
people™.

Yesterday nine bombs
exploded in the Sabah
State capital of Kota Kin-
abalu, injuring six peo-
ple. Two more bombs

went off this morning.

“It is not necessary (to
send reinforcements.)
We will send them if it is
necessary. It is up to the
police... they should ad-
vise us,” Dr Mahathir
said in reponse to ques-
tions from reporters af-
ter opening an art exhibi-
tion “Ibrahim Hussein: A
Restrospective” at the
National Art Gallery
here.

Usno and Berjaya had
yesterday urged the
Federal Government to
intervene in Sabah im-
mediately to stabilise the
political situation.

In making the call,
Usno deputy president
Datuk Haji Sgkaran Daj-
dai had said that th;/fi-
tuation in Kota Kinabalu
was “out of control”.

Dr Mahathir also dis-
missed an accusation by
Opposition leader Lim
Kit Siang that “irrespon-
sible people have con-
spired and plotted to top-
ple the PBS
Government”. Mr Lim
had also called for mea-
sures to be taken against
these people.

Asked if there was any
truth to this conspiracy
charge, the Prime Minis-
ter exclaimed: "Oh my
God! What conspiracy?
What do I know about
these things?”

He also dismissed Mr
Lim’s claim that the de-
monsirations held in
Kota Kinabalu yesterday
were part of a plan to
force the Federal Gov-
ernment to take over Sa-
bah and declare emer-
gency rule.

“Ask Kit Siang... he
seems to know,” the
Prime Minister added.
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