By BALAN MOSES

KUALA LUMPUR,
Mon. — The Federal
Government will not
consider emergency
rule as a solution to
current problems in
Sabah.

This is the assurance
the Prime Minister gave
today to Sabah Chief
Minister Datuk Joseph
Pairin Kitingan when the
14Y03r gEve ™ an hour-
long briefing on the situa-
tion in Sabah.

According to Datuk
Pairin,b 1k

" Mahathir said this was
Hecause the problems
were political in nature
and, thus, needed a politi-
cal solution. .

Besides, the police are
also capable of handling
the security situation in
the State.

“He (Dr Mahathir) as-
sured me that there is no
intention of imposing
emergency rule in the
State as the police can
handle the situation. He
stated that this is a politi-
cal problem and must, of
necessity, be solved poli-
tically,” Datuk Pairin
told a Press conference
this evening.

atuk Serji Dr-

“He (Dr Mahathir)
said although there had
been two deaths because
of fires, there is no reason
for emergency rule.”

The Prime Minister,
nevertheless, told Datuk
Pairin that secyrity in
Sabah was a Federal re-
sponsibility and that po-
lice reinforcements had
been sent to the State.

“He assured me that he
understood the situa-
tion.” :

Datuk Pairin, who re-
ported the situationin Sa-
Yah to Dr Mahathir in the
form of a memorandum,
told reporters: “I ex-
plained to him that alle-
gations by Usno and Ber-
jaya against the PBS in

. that the party is anti-Is-

lam and that Muslims
are being threatened in
Sabah are baseless, un-
true and malicious fabri-
cations.

“I presented to him the
real facts pertaining to
scholarship awards and
filling of positions and
the matter of transfers in
the civil service.”

For example, he said
there had, been allega-
tions that the PBS Gov-
ernment had only award-

According to Datuk
Pairin, who arrived here
on Saturday with a
delegation comprising
Parti Bersatu Sabah
(PBS) leaders and Mus-
lim supporters to brief
the Prime Minister on
the situation in State in
the wake of a spate of
bombings and demon-
strations, Dr Mahathir
also "acknowledged the
fact that a State election
is one of the ways in
which it (problems in Sa-
bah) could be solved”.

Asked if he had raised
the question of whether
emergency rule would be
imposed in Sabah, he said
the Prime Minister gave
the assurance voluntari-
ly.

ed scholarships to three
Muslims last year while
80 scholarships were ac-
tually awarded them.

On the issue of crosses
being painted on the
State mosque in Kota
Kinabalu, Dr Mahathir
had said he did not be-
lieve the PBS was re-
sponsible, Datuk Pairin
said.

He added that Dr Ma-
hathir had also urged
PBS and its supporters to
remain calm and co-
operate with the authori-
ties to overcome the si-
tuation.

With regard to the
Prime Minister’s visit to
Sabah, Datuk Pairin said
although the matter was
discussed, the date was
not fixed.

“I welcome the confir-
mation (of the visit) with
relief as we can now pre-
pare for the visit proper-
ly. He has also agreed to
open the new Kota Kina-
balu airport terminal.”

On whether the ques-
tion of PBS8's application
to join the Barisan Na-
sional was discussed, he
replied in the affirma-
tive, adding that the
Prime Minister gave an
assurance that the mat-
ter was being considered.

Datuk Pairin felt that
membership in the Bari-
san Nasional could stabi-
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‘ People should

not retaliate,
Yays Pairin

® From Page One

lise the situation in the
State.

Asked what could be
done to avoid the imposi-
tion of emergency rule in
Sabah, he said the people
should not retaliate.

He commended the po-
lice for “handling the si-
tuation rather well” de-
spite allegations that
they had been slow in
their actions.

Datuk Pairin said the
PBS Government was
carrying out "necessary
communication” with
varicus leaders of other
political parties with a
view te “get them to come
down to earth and be ra-
tional about the whole

thing”.

Referring to reports
that illegal immigrants
might have been in-
volved in the recent de-
monstrations, he said the
police were expected to
take necessary action.

So far, eight people
have been detained in
connection with the bomb
blasts and the first per-
son detained was a for-
eigner.

Datuk Pairin, in ap-
pealing to those responsi-
ble for “the trials and tri-
bulations which have
befallen us in Sabah”,
hoped that commonsense
would prevail and that
peace could be main-
tained.
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