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-- THE PRIME MINISTER Tc?fiAY EXHQRTED THE PEOPLE? ESPECIALLY RURAL 
Fc7LtISv TO BE BRAVE ENOUGH TO FACE CHANGES AND TL7 ADAPT TO 
MODERNISATlON SO AS TO CREATE A MORE PROGRESSIVE AN@ PROSPEROUS 
RURAL SOCIETY. 

HE SAID A SOCIETY THAT DID NOT WANT QR LACKED THE COURAGE TQ 
ACCEPT CHANGES klOULD DEFINITELY NEVER PRQGRESS AN’2 WQULD BE LEFT 
BEHIND FOREVER BY THE REST OF THE RAPIDLY MODERNISING WORLD. 

+THE CAPACITY AND WILLINGNESS TO ACCEFT CHANGES ARE AN 
IMPORTANT FACTOR FOR ENSURING THE PROGRESS ANCI PROSPERITY OF ANY 
SOCIETY~+‘4ATUti; SERI DR MAHATHIR M~HAMA@ SAID iJHEN LAUNCHING THE 
MVLONG-LATING INTEGRATED PAD1 PROJECT AT HULONG NEAR HERE. 

+A BETTER Ahi!2 MC!RE MODERN LIFE MIGHT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO ATTAIN IF 
9LD AND CBSOLETE kiAYS WERI! PRESERVED IN WORt(iNG THE PADI FiELDS 
BECAUSE TRADITIONAL FARMING PRACTICES JUST COULD NOT MAXIMISE 
PRODUCTION, + 

ACCORDING TO THE PRIME ‘MINISTER, BACKWARDNESS WOULC ;:!NLY BRING 
CONTEMPT ONT<l A SOCIETY Af A TIME WHEN RESPECT FROM OTHERS AND EQUAL 
ETANGING WERE THE ASPIRATION OF ALL SOCIETIES. -- MORE 
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:!ATUK SERl i!!? MAHATHiR SAI[! THAT IT WAS WITH THIS IN MINB Tt-!AT 

HE ‘rJANTED THE PEQPLE TO FACE UP T? THE CHALLENGE OF CHANGES AN;\ hIAi’E 
THE CONFIDENCE THAT THEY HAD THE FOWER TO CHANGE THEIR LIFE AND 
FL’TURE FOR THE BETTER. 

+QUESTIONS ARE OFTEN ASKED ABi?UT THE PQVERTY OF THE RURAL 
F\:!PULATl~>Nu WHETHER THEIR PLLGHT IS @VE Ti? POOR SOIL i!R \jR(:,NG Atv? 
UNSUITABLE FARMING TECHNIQUES THAT Ci?ULL? NOT YIELD MAXlMUM RESI!LTS*+ 
HE SAI@. 
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HE SAID STUDIES CONGUCTED FROM 
CPIUSES WERE UNSUITABLE PRACTICES I 
THE RURAL Cc?MMUNITY WHICH WERE TOO 
ALREADY kiAD WHEN SUCH THINKING AND 
PLACE IN THIS MODERN AGE. 

HE STRESSEi? THAT EVERYONE SHOtiL 
FAR DIFFERENT FROM LSFE IN THE PAS 
Tt!ElR LOT lNCL UDING UTLLISING THE 
SLESEED 2ITH IN THE BEST WAY POSSI 

!j N THE INTEGRATED PAD: FROJECT? 
Tc PROVE THE VALUE AND BENEFITS OF 
Ct-lAKGES AND MODERNISATION IN FAOI 
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AT LIFE T(-?l!AY WAS 
STRIVE T;7 IMPROVE 
THAT MALAYSIA HAC! B 

,AXIMUM RETURNS. 
WAS A MO:EL PROJECT 
ZOURAGE TO ACCEPT 
MORE 
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THE PRIME MINlSTER CONGRATULATED THE HEMUBU AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMEN? AUTHORITY CKADA) ON THE SUCCESS OF THE PROJECT AND THE 
170 OWNERS OF THE PAD1 FIELDS INVOLVED AND HOPED THEIR EXAMPLE WOULD 
BE FOLLOWED BY OTHER PAD1 FARMERS. 

THE PAD1 FIELDS COMPRISING A TOTAL AREA OF ABOUT 44 HECTARES 
(FOR THE FIRST PHASE OF THE PROJECT) DEVELOPED WITH MODERN 
AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUES UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF KADA SINCE APRIL 
LAST YEAR YIELDED UP TO SEVEN TONNES OF PACI PER HECTARE COMPARED 
WITH ONLY ABOUT THREE TONNES EEFORE THIS. 

THE PROJECT INVOLVING ONLY 20 WORKERS WAS CARRIED OUT MORf 
ECONOMICALLY UNC!ER THE AGRICULTURAL ANC! SOCIQ-ECONOMIC NEW APPROACH 
PROGRAMME AND KADA NILL DEVELOP A&OUT 200 MORE HECTARES THERE 
FTARTING IN THE COMING PLANTING SEASON. 

UNDER THE PROJECT, THE PADI FIELDS INV!?LvED kiERE RESTRUCTURED 
:h THEIR C\>NFIGURAT I<lN TO MAKE P(_. ‘S?IEZ,l_E THE USE OF MD0DERN 
~~GRICULTL’RAL MACHINERY ANC’ TO FACIiITATE PROVISIC’N (3F INFRASTRUCTURE 
S\!Tti AS FARM RQADS AND IRRIGATIQN E.Y hAC’A. 

L? <\ T C’ t\ SERI DR I’Ii4HATHIR S,4IC’ THE FR!?JEiT HAC’ S,4VED i>N LAfQi;R ,AN[! 
t NAPLED THE Fr1RMESS Tc7 iiA\‘E TIME Fk?R QTHER PURSVITS SUCH AS P\?VLTi?y 
Rt.Ai<lNG AND I’QTTAGE INDUSTRIES TI? SUFPLEMENT THEIR INCOME. ---. K.?!?Z 
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EARLIER, KELANTAN MENTERX BESAR DATUK HAJI MOHAMED YAACOE? 
REFUTED ALLEGATIONS THAT THE GOVERNMENT INTENDED TO RE-POSSESS PAD1 
LAND DEVELOPED IN THE PROJECT.’ 

HE SAID THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAND UNDER THE NEW APPROACH WAS 
SOLELY TO IMPROVE THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF FARMERS IN THE AREA AND 
IMPROVE THEXR INCOME IN LINE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVE TO 
ERADICATE POVERTY AND BACKWARDNESS. -- EERNAMA 
22i4MST 28 03 86 
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