- Adapt to changes,

Dr M tells
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The people must be
ready to face the chal-
lenges and adapt to
the changes around
them if they were to
progress with the
times, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad
said today.

“We must make and in-
stitutionalise changes in
the way we do things in
order not to be left behind
and also to improve our
standard of living,” h
told a gathering of more
than 5,000 people at the
Mulong Lating integrat-
ed agricultural project
near here.

“We cannot expect to
remain the same for-
ever,” he said, adding
that the people could not
afford to isolate them-
selves from their sur-
roundings, nor the var-
ious development
projects.

This need to adapt was
especially true with

people

methods of agricultural
production, particularly
in padi farming.

“Buffaloes and single
yield seasons are no long-
er sufficient to improve
the income of the people.
We must utilise modern
methods and progress to
using machinery to in-
crease our padi yields
and, therefore, our in-
come,” he said.

The Prime Minister, on
the second day of his visit
to Kelantan in his nation-
wide tour, said the people
of the State were espe-
cially in need of moderni-
sation as they had been
backward for too long un-
der the previous Pas ad-
ministration.

He commended the di-
ligence of the Kelantan
people but added that the
willingness to change
one's lifestyle and prac-
tices must be instilled in
everyone to ensure the
success of development
projects.

He underlined the
necessity of improving
the standard of living of
the people as a means of
giving them a sense of
dignity: “We don't want to
be looked down upon be-
cause we are poor.”

On the proper planning
of villages, the Prime
Minister said this was es-
sential in order to pro-
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vide the people with the

basic infrastructure,
such as water and electri-

city.

“It is very difficult for
the Government to pro-
vide water and electri-
city if the houses in the
villages are scattered all
over the place,” he said.

Dr Mahathir congratu-
lated the Kelantan Agri-
cultural Development
Authority (KADA) and
the participants of the
Mulong Lating project on
their success.

The integrated padi
farming project has ena-
bled the farmers to in-
crease their yields from
an estimated three tons
to seven tons per hectare.

e described the effi-
ciefit utilisation of land
as part of the Islamic
way of life.

“What we are doing, de-
veloping the means at
our disposal, is in accor-
dance with the Quran,”
he said, providing a re-
minder that God would
not help His believers nor
chinge their lives for
them unless they did it
themselves.

“If we don't work, we
are committing a sin; but
if we do, we are showing
our gratitude and this
gratitude will be reward-
ed.”

The Mulong Lating
project was just one of
the many that the Bari-
san Nasional Gov-
ernment had planned to
help the people, he added.

Indeed, the Barisan
Nasional Government
was constantly thinking
up ways to improve the
standard of living of the
people and to ensure the
nation’s continued pro-
sperity.
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