
KOI’A HAHU. Fri. - Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Ma- 
bather i&Si&d’$id Coda)’ 
that PAS leaders had lost 
their sense of direction and 
he called o” Umno 
memhers to help them re- 
turn to the right path 

l)r Mahathir. who is also 
Umno president, said PAS 
had reached a stage where 
its members were not al- 
lowed to question their 
leaders whom he described 
as “religious fanatics ” 

He also said that PAS 
memhers had been forhid- 
den to listen to Umno’s cer- 
amahs for fear that they 
might leave the party. 

“PAS leaders are spread- 
ing hes ahout Umnri and the 

Government and have devi- 
ated from the true teacb- 
ings of Islam by instilling 
hatred and advocating via- 
lence in then members and 
supporters,” %-ad&d when 
launching the integrated 
agricultural project at Mu- 
long Latmg, 6km from here. 

Yesterday. Dr Mahathir 
told a crowd of over 50,000 
people at the Desa Darul 
Naim housing project that 
Umno had been workmg for 
Muslim unity and had never 
deviated from the original 
objective of uniting the ?Ja- 
lays. 

“We have a mission to 
hring back PAS members to 
the right path. It is no fault 
of theirs if they resort to 

violence because it is their 
leaders who are at fault. 

“As Muslims, it is our re- 
sponsibility to talk with 
PAS members and tell them 
the truth. If they have lost 
their sense of direction,, we 
must show them the right 
way,” he said. 

I>r Mahathir added that 
Umno was not afraid to face 
PAS politically, provided it 
stopped using religion to 
confuse the people. 

PAS. he said. could not 
conveniently brand other 
Muslims kufirs simolv be- 
cause they2 did not’sub- 
scribe to the party’s ideolo- 
gy 

Dr Mahathir said that 
while the Government 

“cracked its brains” to find 
wavs to help the people, 
PAS leaders were all out to 
condemn every government 
policy and action. 

On the agricultural pro- 
ject, Dr Mahathir com- 
mended the Kelantanese 
for their readiness to give 
up their land so that it could 
he worked collectively to 
help them earn a better in- 
come. 

He said that the Kelantan- 
ese were known to be an in- 
dustrious and enterprising 
lot who were willing to face 
challenges and change their 
way of hfe to better them- 
selves. 

He spoke of the need for 

the Malays to work hard 
and face the various chal- 
lenges so that they could be 
on par with the other com- 
munities besides being able 
to determine their fliture 
and the country’s destiny. 

“We can’t isolate our- 
selves from the rest of the 
world. We must keep mov- 
mg with them,” Dr Xla- 
hathir said. 

He added that it was time 
people m the rural areas 
find out why they were poor 
and hackward. 

“It is time that we find 
out whether our land is un- 
der-utilised or that the 
method of cultivation is out- 
dated.” 
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