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HAHATHIR-ELECTXON 

9L ’ 
KUCHINC, APRIL t+ (BERNAEIA) --,DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR KOHAMAD 

SAID TODAY MALAYSIANS ARE NOW REAmmEL%CTI-a.-- -----d 
HE HOWEVER DECLINED TO SAY WHEN HE WOULD ANNOUNCE THE DATE OF 

THE COUNTRY’S NEXT GENERAL ELECTIONs UHICH SHOULD BE HELD BY NEXT 
APRIL 

SPEAKING AT A NEUS CONFERENCE AT THE END OF HIS TWO-DAY VISIT TO 
SARAWAK, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE DATE DID NOT REALLY MATTER. 

HE SAID HIS VISIT HERE WAS PART OF HIS NATIONWIDE TOUR TO ASSESS 
ThE PREPARATIONS FOR THE GENERAL ELECTXON. HE IS DUE TO COMPLETE THE 
TOUR WITH A VISIT TO LABUAN NEXT WEEK. 

+AFTER MY VISIT HERE, I WILL SAY I NOW KNOW BETTER THE SITUATION 

ALTHOUGH ZT NEED NOT NECESSARILY MEAN IT IS EASIER FOR ME TO FIX THE 
DATE,+ HE SAID. 

ASKED WHEN HE WOULD ACTUALLY ANNOUNCE THE DATE, THE PRIME 
MINISTER SIDE-STEPPED THE QUESTION AND ONLY SAID +THAT IS A GOOD 
QUESTION+. -- MORE 
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+THE ONLY THING I AH SURE ABOUT THii ELECTIOti IS THAT IT WILL BE 
HELD BETWEEN NOW AND APRIL 1987,+ YE SAID. THE TERM OF THE PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT ENDS IN APRIL NEXT YEAR. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR, WHO IS ALSO THE BARISAN NASIONAL 
CHAIRMAN, SAID HE WAS SAT,ISFIED WITH THE PREPARATIONS BY ALL 
COMPONENT PARTIES. 

+AS FAR AS THE DATE IS CONCERNED9 THAT DOES NOT REALLY MATTER 
BECAUSE THE PARTIES ARE GOING TO BE READY WHENEVER THE ELECTION IS 
HELDI+ HE SAID. 

HE SAID THE PEOPLE AND THE MASS MEDIA HAD WORKED OUT THEIR OWN 
+PREDICTION+ THAT THE ELECTION MUST BE CARRIED OUT DURING THE SCHOOL 
HOLIDAYS AND NOT DURING THE FASTING MONTH (EXPECTED TO START ON MAY 
IO). 

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO RULED OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
SIMULTANEOUS ELECTION FOR SABAH AND SARAWAK AND THE”OTHER STATES. -- 
MORE 
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+THIS IS BECAUSE SARAWAK HAD ITS STATE ELECTION ONLY ABOUT TWO 
YEARS At3 AND IF WE WERE TO HOLD IT AGAIN NOW (FOR THE STATE), IT 
WILL BE A WASTE OF MONEY,* HE SAID. 

ON THE APPOINTMENT OF A DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, DATUK SERI DR 
MAHATHIR SAID +WE WILL HAVE ONE WHEN WE HAVE ONE, THERE’S NO HURRY.+ 
DATUK tlUSA HITAM HAD LAST MONTH RESIGNED FROM THE POST. 

HE SAID ALTHOUGH IT WAS AN IMPORTANT APPOINTMENTI IT WAS NOT +A 
MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH.+ 

ASKED WHETHER BARISAN NASIONAL LEADERS WOULD GO TO SABAH TO 
CAMPAIGN FOR BERJAYA, ITS SOLE REPRESENTATIVE THERE, BEFORE THE MAY 
5 AND 6 STATE ELECTIONS POLLING DATES* HE SAID THEY WOULD BE KEEPING 
A WATCH AND IF THERE WAS A NEED9 THEY WOULD GO. -- MORE 
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EARLIERw’THE PRIM il;NISTER SAID THE FEDERAL COVERNHENT 
DISTRIBUTED FUNDS EQUALLY TO ALL STATES AND THERE WAS NO 
+FAVOU#STISH.+ . . 

+-WE DO SO ACCORDING TO OUR CAPABILITY,+ HE SAID. ’ . 

ON SARAWAKl HE SAID THE STATE COVERNHENT CSAS BEING RUN 
EFFECTIVELY AND THERE WAS NO HAJOR PROBLEH OR ANY SIGN OF A CRISIS 
IN THE STATE. 

HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT.UNDER THE PRESENT GOVERNMENTI DEVELOPHEKT 
PROGRAHHES IN THE STATE COULD BE CONTINUOUSLY IHPLEHENTED FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF ALL THE PEOPLE. 

ON THE PRESENT ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN, DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR SAID 
THERE lJAS A NEED FOR THt PEOPLE..tO COHE UP,UITH COUNTER HEASURES. 

+THIS IS HORE ItlPORTANT THAN.FOR US to START SLAHING OTHERS FOR 
THE PROBLEHv+ HE SAID. 

PRESENT AT THE AIRPOitT i0 BID FAREWELL TO THE PRIME HINISTER AND 
DATUK SERI DATIN PADUKA DR SITI HASHAH WERE CHIEF HSNISTER DATUK 
PATINGGI HAJI ABDUL’TAIB HAHHUD AND DATIN PATINGGI HAJAH LAILA AND 
OTHER STATE DIGNITARIES.‘-- BERNAHA 
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