
! Snap .elections 
‘in early, May? 

By VONG NYAM MING 
THE hasty passage of the 
Elections (Amendment) 
Bill in the Senate and 
Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha- 
mad’s ?Xuaience w 
Ywdi-Pertuan Agong 
in Johore Baru yesterday 
has lent strength to talk 
of snap elections in early 
May. 

The Elections (Amend- 
ment) Bill and the Elec- 
tions Offences (Amend- 
ment) Bill were passed in 
about half an hour. Three 
senators spoke on the 
Bills vesterdav. the se- 
cond last day 02 sitting. 

After the Bills are ac- 
corded Royal Assent and 
gazetted, they become 
law. 

If the government ga- 
zettes the Bills within the 
next day or two, the 
Prime Minister can ad- 
vise the Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong to dissolve Parlia- 
ment, setting in motion 
the process for the hold- 
ing of general elections. 

- 

e 
If the government opts Datuk Seri Wan Mokhtar 

Ahmad and En&k Gha- 
far Baba met on Wednes- 
day night. 

last meeting was held on 
Wednesday. for snap elections, the 

earliest it can hold one is 
14 days after the dissolu- 
tion of Parliament, the 
minimum ueriod of time 
required under the 
amended law. And, May 3 
has long been speculated 
as the most likely date. 

The various Menteris 
Besar and Chief Minis- 
ters are also likely to ad- 
vise their respective Sul- 
tans and Governors to 
dissolve the state as- 
semblies for state elec- 
tions. 

State and federal elec- 
tions in Peninsular 
Malaysia have tradition- 
ally been held simultan- 
eously. 

It is understood that 
the Umno political bur- 
eau, comprising Dr Ma- 
hathir, Encik Anwar 
Ibrahim (Umno Youth), 
Datin Paduka Rafidah 
Aziz (Wanita Umno), and 
Umno vice-presidents 
Datuk Abdullah Badawi, 

Dr Mahathir flew to Jo- 
hore Baru in the execu- 
tive Lear jet for an au- 
dience with the Yang di- 
Pertuan Agong 
yesterday before leaving 
for a two-day official vi- 
sit to Labuan, the last 
stop of his nationwide 
tour. 

The Prime Minister ar- 
rived at the Sultan Ismail 
Airport in Senai at 9.45 
am and proceeded imme- 
diately to Istana Bukit 
Serene. He left for La- 
buan at 11.20 am. He is ex- 
pected tqhold a news con- 
ference in Labuan before 
returning to Kuala Lum- 
pur this evening. 

The purpose of the au- 
dience is not known but it 
is not unusual for the 
Prime Minister to brief 
the King on the weekly 
Cabinet meetings. The 

In 1982, the Prime 
Minister announced the 
dissolution of Parliament 
while he was in Kuching. 

The return over the 
weekend of former De- 
puty Prime Minister Da- 
tuk Musa Hitam from a 
self-imposed temporary 
political exile in London 
fuelled stock market ru- 
mours yesterday morn- 
ing that elections were 
round the corner. 

Datuk Musa will con- 
vene today a meeting of 
the Segamat Umno divi- 
sion of which he is chair- 
man, visit his consti- 
tuency in Kota Tinggi 
and attend a meeting of 
the Johore Umno liaison 
committee. 

If elections are called 
in early May as has been 
widely speculated, it will 
not be the first time the 
government has sought a 
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fresh mandate before its 
full five-year term. 

The Barman Nasional 
government has up to 
April 1987 before it needs 
to go to the people for a 
new mandate. 

Barisan Nasional and 
Umno executive secre- 
tary Ktb Bahadun is re- 
ported to have said the 
coalition is readv for 
general elections. - 

All the 132 Umno divi- 
sions have been directed 
to draw up their ceramah y 
schedules. 

Umno information 
chief Senator Datuk Haji 
Hussein Ahmad said yes- 
terday, after a special 
briefing to 200 Umno divi- 
sional and branch infor- 
mation officers at Men- 
ara Datuk Onn. that 
divisions had been direct- 
ed to prepare their sche- 
dule for ceramahs to 
cover a two-week period. 

He said the schedule 
should be submitted im- 
mediately to Umno head- 
quarters. 

Datuk Haji ‘Hussein 
also said the divisions 
had been told to begin 
mobilising their informa- 
tion machinery to pre- 
pare for general elec- 

tions. 
He said Umno head- 

quarters needed the cera- 
mah lists to organtse the 
schedule for the speakers 
in the election campaign. 

“The Umno machinery 
is now geared to face an 
election . . . we are just 
waiting for the date to be 
announced,” he told 
reporters. 

Datuk Haji Hussein 
said Umno headquarters 
has 1,400 speakers 
throughout’ the country 
ready?0 begin campaign- 
ing immediately after no- 
mination day. 

One reason cited for 
general elections to be 
held before the Sabah 
polls scheduled for May 5 
and 6 is to nrevent its out- 
come affecting the voting 
trend elsewhere. The 
PBS is widely expected to 
repeat its victory of last 
April. 

Electoral boundaries 
have been redrawn and 
when the present Parlia- 
ment is dissolved, the 
Elections Commission 
will have to organise 
polls for 177 Parliamen- 
tary seats and 351 State 
Assembly seats in Penin- 
sular Malaysia. 
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