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By VONG NYAM MING

PRIME Minister Datuk
i Mahathir Moha-
mad yesterday again dis-
missed Cuepacs’ sign
first, pay later proposals.
“How can we accept
this? We can't predict the
future. It's not possible
for us to accept the propo-
sals,” he said on his arri-
val at the Royal Malay-
sian Air Force Sungei
Besi base.

The sign first, pay later
offer to the government
was repeated yesterday
by Cuepacs general-se-
cretary, Haji Jamalud-
din Mohamed Isa, to de-

fuse the 19-month-old

wage claims of civil ser-
vants.
The proposals mean

that the government will
have to be able to predict

its future financial capa- °

city to pay for the agreed

new salaries and:

allowances, Dr Mahathir
said.

No government can

predict accurately how !

its future financial capa-
bility will be, he added.
Dr Mahathir returned
to Kuala Lumpur yes-
terday from a two-day vi-
sit to the Federal Terri-
tory of Liabuan as part of
his state by state tour to
gauge support for the
Barisan Nasional.

Cuepacs’ sign first, pay
later formula allows the
government to defer new
wage scales if both sides
agree that the gov-
ernment is not capable of
implementing a new
wage scale.

If both parties agree af-
ter the agreement is con-
cluded that the gov-
ernment is not capable of
implementing the new
salaries and allowances,
then Cuepacs is willing to
sign another agreement
to defer the pay revision,
Encik Jamaluddin said.

The government has
agreed to meet Cuepacs
next month.
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