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fhe Bark& Nasional need- 
ed a strong majority in or- 
der to serve the people. 

“If’ the Harisan Nasional had 
a small majority, it would he so 
busy trying to ensure that its 
Ml’s did not switch camps that 
it would not have the time to 
serve the people,” he added. 

I)r Mahathir. who IS Umno 
president. warned party 
members that “ernottonal” poli- 
ttcs would only affect the prrfor- 
n~ancc of the Hartsan Nustonal. 

I)r Mahathir said it was not im- 
portant who should stand for 

election. 
“What is more Important 1s that 

members should give their full 
support to all Harisan candi- 
dates,” he satd at the opening of 
the Kepong Umno delegates 
meeting at the Putra World Cen- 
tre here. 

He said that in politics, it was 
more important to form the Go- 
vernment than to ensure the vie 
tory of a single candidate. 

Ile said rnemhera should place 
national interests above self-in- 
terests and urged them to pre- 
serve the spirtt of Umno’s strug- 
gle in the 1950s. 

“Through umtv. the Malays 
who at one ttme I;vred in isolation 
in lrttle States succeeded in op- 
posing the British colonialists’ 

E$ma;:‘;.form the Malayan Unum,” 

Dr Mahathir said there was no 
wealth, education or arms among. 
the Malays at that time but 
through unity, “we became a 
strong race and were able to chal- 
lenge the authority of a big world 
power.” 

He called on all sections of the 
society to recall how humiliating 
life was under colonial rule be- 
cause the people, especially the 
Malays. had no standing at all. 

“If there were joh opportuni- 
ties in offices, we were only good 
for the post of office boys, even if 
our age might be SO,” Dr Ma- 
hathtr. 

Dr Mahathir said that although 
Umno succeeded in fighting the 

British and thwarting thctr 
schemes, it made a rattonal deci- 
sion in wanting to forge inter 
communal co-operation in the 
country. 

He told the delegates that al- 
though Umno was a Malay party, 
it also looked after the interests 
of other races. 

“History had shown that the 
party was not greedy for power 
but was willing to share it wtth 
others.” 

Ctting the Ham Berendam par- 
liamentary seat in Malacca as an 
example, Dr Mahathir said Mt’A 
candidates had been contesting 
the seat since Independence al- 
though the majority of voters 
were Malavs. 

<nis arrangement, he 
said. showed the nartv’s 
broadmindedness to ensure 
a victory for the then Alli- 
ance and later the Barisan 
Nasional. 

He urged members to 
work wholeheartedly for 
the party and not to “tbeat- 
en” it in any way. 

Dr Mahathir, who was 
earlier given a standing 
ovation by the delegates, 
said he was touched by the 
reception he received on his 
nation-wide tour. 

But he reminded 
members that the party was 
more important than the 
president. “I am not impor- 
tant. What is important IS 

the party. When I go, there 
will still be Umno,” he said. 

Earlier, Kepong Umno 
divisional chief Abbas Os- 
man pled ed the division’s 
support F or any Barisan 
candidate contesting the 
Kepong seat. 
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