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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. — It
will be impossible for the
Barisan Nasional to lose in
the coming general election
if component parties work
as a team, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today.

“We can’t lose unless we

defeat ourselves.
* “Even if we lose, it is not
becauce of the opposition
but our inability to look af-
ter our own interests,” he
told about 3,500 Federal
Territory Barisan members
and election workers.

Dr Mahathir, who is also
Barisan chairman, said the
Barisan was not interested
in only a simple majority.

“We want a two-thirds
majority to enable us to rule
the country better,” he add-
ed

He reminded Barisan
component parties not to
make statements through
the Press or pass unneces-
sary resolutions against one
another.

“If there is any suspicion,
we can talk it out and clar-
ify the matter,” he added.

Referring to a recent re-
solution by the Federal Ter-
ritory Gerakan urging
Umno leaders not to prac-
tise double standards in
their dealing with PAS, he
£suwd the Umno-PAS dia-
logues were aimed at easing
tension between the two

parties.

He said Umno would con-
tinue to co-operate with oth-
er component parties al-
though its leaders had been
branded kafir by PAS.

“Umno is not a bluff as to
cheat other parties,” he
added.

Taking a shot at PAS and
the DAP, Dr Mahathir de-
scribed the two parties “as
full of sins.”

He said the two parties
made a lot of promises
when the election was ap-
proaching.

“They make promises be-
cause they know they will
not be able to keep them.

“But the Barisan is dif-
ferent. We fulfil our prom-
ises,” he added.

He described DAP secre-
tary-general Lim Kit Siang
as “the country’s greatest
dictator.”

Earlier, the MCA, Gera-
kan, MIC and the People's
Progressive Party (PPP)
pledged their support for
all Barisan candidates in
the election.

MCA president Tan Koon
Swan said the Barisan was
sensitive to the needs of the
Eeople and would try its

est to solve their prob-
lems.

“We are not running away
from these problems.

“On the contrary, the
Barisan is determined to
meet these problems face to
face because it is our desire
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and intention to solve
them,” he added.

MIC president Datuk S.
Samy Vellu said the Barisan
was the only party that
could rule the country well
because it had ‘“‘the exper-
ience and expertise.

He said only the Barisan
could ensure a future for
the people.

“The Opposition don’t
have the skill or the exper-
ience to rule.

“They only have slogans
on how to rule the country,”
he added.

Gerakan president Datuk
Dr Lim Keng Yaik urged all
Barisan leaders to refrain
from making sensitive sta-
tements in view of the elec-
tion.

He said Barisan compo-
nent parties should accept
the allocation of seats in the
interest of the coalition.

He said opposition parties
were not needed because all
races, religions and cul-
tures were represented
within the Barisan.

PPP president Tee Ann
Chuan said the Barisan
should take note of the tac-
tics used by PAS.

He said PAS was makin,
‘“sweet promises” whicﬁ
had been accepted by cer-
tain Chinese leaders. 3

Barisan secretarylgen-
eral Ghafar Baba sai‘l the
FT Barisan was all s%t to
face the election.
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