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i’HE Philippine claim to 
iabah was discussed in a 
wo-hour private meeting 
Between Filipino Vice- 
?resldent Salvador 
Laurel and Malaysian 
Prime Minister I&tKk 

nad last Friday,-the 
Prime Minister’s Press 
secretary. Enclk Jalalu- 
iln Bahaudln, said in 
Kuala Lumpur yesterday. 

The leaders discussed a 
range of issues. The Sa- 
3ah claim was brought up 
3y Mr Laurel, who 
ltooned over in Kuala 
Lugpur on his way back 
:o Manila after the Asean 
torelgn ministers’ meet- 
ing in Ball last week. 

Mr Laurel, who is also 
Philippine foreign mtnla- 
ter. told renorters in Man- 
Ila’ last weekend that he 
and Dr Mahathlr resolved 
to settle the Sabah ques- 
tion as soon as possible; 

“I think we made a for- 
ward move but I cannot 
discuss It at the moment 
due to a mutual agree- 
ment not to do 80,” he said. 

Be deacrlbed the Sabah 
issue as yone of the prlncl- 
pal irritants” between the 
two countries and added 
that the negotiations will 
continue. 

Malaysia’s long-held 
position is that the Philip 
pine @aim has no basis. 

Mr Laurel also said he 
Invited Dr Mahathir to vi- 
sit the Philippines. 
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