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ETHNIC LANGUAGES CAN 
BE USED FREELY: *P-ill 
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KUALA LUMPUR. Mon. - 

the Government will not re- 
strict the use of ethnic lan- 
guages. 

“Just as the Government 
does not restrict the use of 
Kelantan and Sarawak dia- 
lects, it will not restrict the 
use of ethnic languages. 

“The Government is vcrv 
hberal. Therefore Bahasa 
Malaysia should no longer 
be a subject of controver- 
sy.” he said when openmg a 
Nattonal Language Convcn- 

tion at the Umversity of 
Malaya. 

He added that the accep- 
tance of the national lan- 
guage by the various com- 
munities would not “change 
then race.” 

Dr Mahathrr also said 
that in the efforts to uphold 
Hahasa Malaysia, negative 
attitudes must not be incul- 
cated among people seeking 
to learn international lan- 
guages hke Enghsh, French 
and Arabtc. 

He said that learning for- 
etgn languages would en- 
rich knowledge and wtden 

perception of an environ- 
ment that is far dtfferent 
from the learner’s, 

“Certain quarters of Ma- 
lays should also learn lan- 
guages like Chinese and 
Tamil to better understand 
the culture and psychology 
of these communities,” he 
added. 

ties. 
Dr Mahathtr satd the 

learnmg of other languages. 

He satd this could en- 
hance intra-ractal under 
standing and reduce the in- 
cidence of acttons whtch 
hurt communal sensitrvi- 

apart from enrtchtng 
knowledge, could provtde a 
new experience in the 
learning process and .shar- 
pen the abthty to thmk. 

“It would also mcrease 
efficiency tn carrying out 
daily tasks.” he added. 

Dr Mahathir also satd 

application as a language of 

there were certain quarters 
of people who did not lake to 

knnsledge could not be dts- 

use Bahasa Malavsia and 
added that the national Ian 

puted 

guage had developed exten 
stvely m the countrv and its 
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tte sam that if the exten- 

siveness of the language’s 
usage was not satisfactory, 
one of the reasons would be 
the reluctance of certain 
quarters in using tt. 

He said the growth of the 
national ianguage had also 
been hmdered by people 
who ridiculed foreigners 
who spoke the language and 
by those who preferred to 
reply in English. 

LIr Xahathtr satd these 
attttudes reduced the inter- 
est of people to speak In Ba- 
hasa Malaysia 

“If the English had 

laughed at mistakes made 
by non-Englishmen speak, 
ing the language, English 
might not have become an 
international language,” he 
added. 

He satd the national lan- 
guage was a true Malaysian 
language as it assimilated 
the Arabic, Sanskrtt, Portu- 
guese, English and Persian 
languages. 

Dr Mahathtr said Bahasa 
Malaysra is a new and mod- 
ern language capable of 
facing the challenges of 
current .d.eveioEme in 
knowledge. 
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