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TODAY REITERATED THAT THE CONTENTMENT OF THE PEOPLE 

IN DETERMXNING THE SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. 
HE SAID WHEN A CHCICE HAD TO BE MADE, THE COUNTRY WOULD PLACE 

EMPtiASIS ON DEVELOPMENT OVER ARblAHENTS. 
+IN ANY CASEI AS THE COST AND SOPHISTICATION OF ARMS AND 

rl,ILIiARY EaUIPMENT ESCALATE BEYOND OUR REACH5 WE HAVE NO CHOICE BUT 
TO SCALE DOLIN OUR BUDGET FOR THE ARMED FORCESI+ HE SAID WHEN OPENING 
$4 SEMiNAR HERE ON NATXONAL SECURITY. 

itif THREE-DAY +NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SECURITY: CHALLENGES AND 
RESPONSES+ IS THE FiRST’%Y THE INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC AND 
IhTERtiATIONAL STU5IES iISIS1 AND ATTENDED BY 145 PEOPLE COMPRISING 
-- 
;nE iOUNTRY’S +BRAINS+ AS WELL AS KEY OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN THE 

FbRtiUiATION AND EXECUTION OF SECURITY POLICIES. 
ANON:: THEM ARE FORHER PRIME MINISTER TUN HUSSEIN ONN3 DEFENCE 

?!I&-ST22 5ATUK AB5iiiLAH AHMAD BADAWI, MINISTER IN THE PRIME 
?‘!INISTER’ S DEPARTMENT DATUK KHALIL YAAKOE I DEPUTY HOME MINISTER 
cj ;I. T :J K RACZI SHEIKH AHMAD, FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER TAN SRI GHAZALI 
SHAFIE AND TREASURY SECRETARY-GENERAL TAN SRI ZAIN AZRAI. -- MORE 
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rj;iTUK SEE1 GR !‘$AiriATHLR SAI5 MALAYSIA ALSO PLACEWEMPHASIS ON 

‘CLOSE COOPERA?ION NIT&! FRIENDLY COUNTRIES AND NEIGHBOURS +WITH A 
I’IEW TC MAKING AS FEW ENEMIES AS POSSIBLE+. 

ADMITTING ?hAf ilALAYSIA WAS INCAPABLE OF DEFENDING STSELF 
&GAINS: POWERFUL fb1El':1ES IN A CONVENTIONAL WAR3 HE WAS HOWEVER 

t:Ci\iFIDENT THAT THE MALAYSIAN SECURITY FORCES WERE CAPABLE OF 

+BLOaSDYING THE NOSE+ OF ANYONE TRYING TO ATTACK THE COUNTRY. 
+AFTER THAT5 GUEEILFA WARFARE WILL LEAVE THE ENEMY NO TIME TO 

GLQAT ?V’ER THEIR GAIt’;Sr+ HE ADDED. 
SATQK SERI DR f?AHATfi;R ALSO REITERATE5 IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE 

COUNTRY PLACED Erl?k!A SIS c:,N TOTAL SECURITY FOR, HE SAID9 IN THIS 
hQ3i:RN irlOtiL5 NATIONAL SECURITY SHOULU NOT BE THE RESPONSIf5ILITY OF 
JbST Tii;E GOi’ERNf’tENT AGENCIES. 

HE SAiD THE ISEFtr:?iCE 0F THE COUNTR’I SHOULD NOT BE BURDENED UPON 
THE SECURITY FORCES7 CABINET, tiINISTER5 AN5 THE GOVERNMENT 

ADl’liNISTRATI6NI BUT SHOULD E& THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL CITIZENS. -- 
MORE 
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OATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO SAID NATIONAL SECURITY DEPENDED ON 
POLLTICAL B?ABIL.IT’! 3 EC5NOMIC SUCCESS AN5 SOCIAt HARMONY. 

+WITHOUT THESE ALL THE GUNS IN THE WORLD CANNOT PREVENT A 
COUNTRY FROM BEING QVERCOME 8Y ITS ENEMIES3 WHOSE At’lBXTION CAN BE 
FULFILLED SOMETIMES WITHOUT FIRING A SINGiE SHOT, FOR ALL THEY NEED 
REALLY IS.10 SUBVERT THE PEOPLE AND SET UP A PUPPET REGIME.+ 

THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THAT APART FRCIfl THE COMMUNIST 
TERRORISTS, MALAYSIA DID NOT HAVE ENEMIES AT THE MOFiENT ALTHONGH 
THERE WERE CERTAIN FORCES OR NATIONS THAT WERE CONSCIOUSLY OR 
OTHERWISE UNDERMINING THE COUNTRY’S SECURITY. 

al\iE NAY WAS THROUGH’THE E,CONOMIC FIELD IN WHICH MALAYSIAI IN 
E~Cff+;:T YEARS 1 HA5 P,EEN DOING EXTREMELY WELL3 ACHXEVXNG GROWTH QF 
C:“Ti;EEN SIX AND EIGHT PERCENT YEARLY3 HE SAI5. 

iiE SAX5 THE ACHIEVEMENTS MADE THE PEOPLE CONTENTED AND THEY WERE 
UNL.ii\.EtY TO POSE A&Y SECURITY THREAT TO THE COUNTRY 9 EUT THE CURRENT 
i‘iEi:ZSION WAS A 2ERItjUS THREAT T0 THE SECUJ3lTY AN5 STABILXTY OF THE 
t: ::j u h; T R y L 
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THE PRINE MINISTER SAID SINCE THE RECESSION WAS FClRElGN 
%NERATED i Ofi POSSIBiY FOREIGN ENGINEERED, IT’WAS NOT DIFFlCULT TO 
5iJSPEC-f MANIPULATION BY UNDECLARED ENEMIES. 

THE RECESSION i-iAD RESULTED SN SOME COUNTRXES FACENG STRItiES AN5 
?IOTS AS THERE kAs ;h\‘Okl LESS MONEY FOR EVERYONE AND A GENERAL SENSE 
*Ii 7 ~SSATZ~FACTION PREVAILED ‘RESULTING IN THE NATIONAL SECURITY 
i2EING THREATENED, HE SAID. 

DA7U!( SERI DR tlAt-lATHiR ALSO NOTE5 THAT THE MODERN POLITICAL 
ENVIRONNENT WAS CiEARLY INS?A&ILITY-PRONE AND UNLESS A GOVERNMENT 
WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER5 A SECURITY SITUATION 
5r;OULD 5EFINITELY ARISE. 

HE SAID SOCIAL PROBLEMS TOO COULD LEAD TO SECURI?Y THREATS9 
ESPECIALLY IF A C1SUNfRY i46S PEOPLED BY 5IFfERENT ETHNIC GROUPS OR 
RELIGIOUS A‘DHERENTS LEADING TO SEGREGATION AMONG THEH. 

THE SITUATION CCULD WORSENY HE SAID9 IF THERE AFPEARED 
+2!iAMPIQNS+ ATTEMPT’ING TO GAIN PGPULARITY FOR THEIR OWN INTEREST, 
AN:, THIS EVENTUALLY WOULD l_EAD TO FURTHER INSTABILITY AND THREAT TO 
THE COUNTRY. -- MORE 
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID SECURITY THREATS COULD BE AVOIDED If 
THE PEOPLE WERE TO OBEY NOT JUFT THE LETTER SUT ALSO THE SPIRIT OF 
THE LAW. 

+THE LAW MAY BE AN ASS BUT IF YOU FLOUT IT SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU 
DISAGREE WIfH- IT THEN ORDERLINESS IN LIFE CANNOT BE ACHIEVED. 

+LAWSt ETHICS AN5 BEHAVIOUR.ARE DETERMINE5 BY THE PEOPLE, THEY 
MUST THEREFQRE OBEY AND FOLOW THEM. IF SOME ERRED THE REST CAN ACT 
TO CURB THEM.+ 

HE SAID MINORITY RIGHTS MUST BE RESPECTED BUT SO MUST THE RIGHTS 
OF THE FlAJORfTY 8E RESPECTED Qk’ THE NINirRITY. 

+QNLY MUTUAL RESPECT CAN LEAD TO A HARNONLOUS SOClETY. AN5 ONLY 
A HARMONIOUS SCCIETY CAN BE A SECURE SOCIETY.+ 

ON THE CONFERENCE 9 THE PRIME MINISTER HOPED IT WOULD NOT BECOME 

’ P::,1.ITICAL FORUM FOR ATTACKS ON THE GOVERNMENT WITH OTHER 
kJECTIVES IN PtIN5. 
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