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FOREMJ!jIERS : 
KUALA LVMPUR. Tues. - 
Datuk Ser.1 Dr Mahathlr 
,gohamad \varned today oT 
a‘ foreign-cngmeered reces- 
WJ~ susuected to involve 
certain undeclared cnermes 
of the country. 

“Iiuw does tht! price of 
palm 011 fall from %1,400 a 
ton a year ago to $550 now~ 
It li difficult not to suspect 
manipularlon.” the Prime 
Mm:ster said when opening 
the first national confer- 
ence OM yecurlty orgamsed 
by the Institute of Strategic 
and Intel national Srudles 

“We know It IS impossible 
for the oroduction cost of 
soyabean. for example, to 
be lowered considermg the 
high labour cost and appre- 
ciatlrm of the US dollar 
;jamst the ringgit.” he add- 

Dr Mahathir said subsl~ 
dies might be the reason 

“The humanltarlan and 
charitable aspect of an ald 
scheme 1s appreciated 

“Rut of Malaysian produc 
erh are made to lose he- 
cause of a rich country’s de- 
sire to &J cha~lty. in realit) 
It I> the producers who are 
paying for ttus ‘charltahlr. 
a<.?.” he said 

of dissatlsfactlon 
He said. “In manv cases. 

the people turn against the 
Government Strikes and ri- 
ot; :a,;;,p&ed3Fii,reavating 

“Opportumstlc politicians 
rhen move m, seejng w the 
general unhappmess, possi- 
hdltles of stxmg power le- 
gal!y or illegally Sudden11 
a lax and order Sltuatlon 
arlses and the security of 
the natmn IS threatened.” 
I)r Mahathlr pointed out 
that economic dlfficultles 
were a herious threat to na- 
tional security and failure 
to unders:nnd this threat 
could rehulr 111 polltlcal u- 
stahlllry, xcurlt) threats 
and even greater recession. 

ly mstability-prone and un- 
Iess the Government was 
strong enough to take un- 
pleasant measures to main- 
tam law and order, a secure- 
ty situation would arise. 

He said that the response 
of a government to a poten- 
tlally-dangerous internal 
security threat and its abl- 
ht:: to ensure natlonal secu- 
rity was no longer simple. 

“Too early a response 
might elicit crltxisms for 
heavy-handedness. Usually 
a democratic government 
hesitates until the snuation 
has obviously developed 
into a security situatmn,” 
he said 

Dr Mahathir said in Ma- 
laysia. the people’s content- 
ment was a major factor in 
&terminmg security. 
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