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MALACCA, Thurs. - 
Pas is touting its in- 
tention to seek an in- 
junction to stop the 
general election 
should it be called dur- 
ing the Haj season as a 
campaign gimmick, 
the Prime Minister 
said today. 

The leaders of the par- 
ty know that they have no 
grounds but are merely 
going through the mo- 
tions as a ploy to show up 
the Government as being 
insensitive to the spiri- 
tual needs of the Muslims 
and portraying the party 
as the champion of Is- 
lam. 

“This is what it will do 
as soon as we fix the date, 
provided the date is 
within the Haj period,” he 
told the Press after open- 
ing the Batu Berendam 
Umno division building. 

Though Datuk Seri Dr 
J&hathir xohamad dia 
not name Pas, the’refer- 

ence to the party was ob- 
vious when he spoke on 
the issue in his speech 
earlier. 

“The party has advised 
its members not to per- 
form the Haj as it feels 
that the election will be 
held during the season.” 

While the Government 
will not violate any laws 
should it decide to hold 
the polls during the Haj, 
“the party seems to at- 
tach more importance to 
the election than reli- 
gious obligation. 

Concept 
“That is why it is dis- 

couraging its members 
from performing the Haj 
lest the polls are held. 
For the party leaders. 
election is more impor- 
tant.” 

He is confident that 
should the Government 
decide to hold the elec- 
tion during the Haj, the 
party will not succeed in 
postponing it as there is 

no legal ground. 
The Prime Minister, 

who is also Umno presi- 
dent, is confident that 
support for the party will 
continue to grow. 

Umno is a mass-based 
party whose members 
are mostly common peo- 
ple. 

“It is a moderate party. 
On its left is one extreme 
party and on its right is 
another. 

“Both are always de- 
vising means to defeat 
Umno and the Barisan 
Nasional,” he said. 

The party on the right 
has divided the peninsula 
into East and West where 
it has different stands on 
its concept of the Islamic 
State for both the divi- 
sions. 

It has also pronounced 
fellow Muslims as kafir 
without proper in- 
vestigation and without 
proper reference to the 
Quran and the hadith. 

The party on the left is 
still exuloitins such is- 

sues as culture, language 
and education even 
though these issues have 
been settled. 

The party only appeals 
to one community and 
does not seem to attach 
much importance to coo- 
peration between the 
races. 

“It is true that there is 
still no complete har- 
mony but we are working 
towards it.” 

He said this’party did 
not seem to zare if it 
causes dishaj,mony be- 
tween the races by their 
actions. But they have 
failed in their efforts to 
undermine whatever 
harmony that has been 
achieved. 

Dr Mahathir said 
Umno had an important 
role to play. It must con- 
tinue to foster coopera- 
tion between the races 
and effect compromise 
which will bring benefit 
to everyone in the 
countrv. 
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