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-.- AN EARLY GENERAL ELECTION’HAS 

‘TO BE CALLED TO ENABLE HE GOVERNMENT TO CONTINUE WITH ITS TASK OF 
8RXNGIN6 DEVELOPMENT TO THE PEOPLE AND COUNTRY WITHOWT ANY 
INTERRUPTION, PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAY0 
TODAY. 

VARIOUS PROBLEMS HAD EMERGED TO DISRUPT THE GOVERNMENT PROCESS 
4ND AFFECT THE STOCK MARKET9 HE TOLD REPORTERS AFTER CHAIRING A 

BARISAN NASIONAL SUPREME COUNCIL MEETING AT THE UMNO COMPLEX HERE. 
‘:HE MEETING HAD DECIDED THAT THE DEWAN RAKYAT SHOULD BE 

DISSOLVED EFFECTIVE TOMORROW TO PAVE THE WAY FOR AN EARLY 
F’ARLIAMENTARY ELECTION THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND STATE ELECTIONS IN 
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA ONLY m 

THE PRIME MINISTER WHO IS ALSO BN CHAIRMAN SAID THE EN FELT THAT 
t-%r.OINB A GENERAL ELECTION AT THIS TII'IE WAS MOSY OPPORTUNE AFTER 
CONSIDERING ALL FACTORS. 

HE SAIR THE ABSENCE OF PItGRlPtS S1HO ARE AWAY FERFORMING THEIR 
9Ai !cN THE HOLY LAND WAS NOT A CONSTRAINT TO HOLDING THE ELECTION A! 
THIS TIME. -G- MORE 
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HE SAID ALL 13 BN COMPONENT PARTIES AGREED WIi’h THE GOVERNMENT’S 
REASONS FOR HAVING AN EARLY ELECTION AND WERE READY TO FACE IT AT 
ANY ‘7 IME. 

THEY WERE ALSO CONFIDENT OF PERFORMING TO EXPECTATIONS, HE 
ADDEa3. 

+THE 6N BELIEVES IT IS SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO FACE. RIVAL 
PAR (‘I 

3 
NO’T JUST IN THE PENINSULA’S EAST COAST BUT IN ALL SEATS IT 

dli.:. C ATEST,* DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID. 
r?HE COMPONENT PARTIES AND I ARE FULLY CONFIDENT THE BN WILL NOT 

tiN1.v RETAIN ITS TWO-FMIRD.‘MAJORITY IN THE DEWAN RAKYAT BUT ALSO HAVE 
EVER)’ PROSPECT OF IMPRClVING ON THIS STANDING.+ 

ON THE ALLOCATION OF SEATS- HE SAID THIS ISSUE HAG BEEN RESOLVED 
‘JN ‘IHE WHOLE EXCEPT FOR CERTAIN MATTERS STILL BEING NEGOTIATED AMONG 
?HE COMPONENT PARTIES. -- HORE 
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I,ATUK SERI QR YAHATHIR SAID THERE WERE ONLY +TWO OF? THREE+ 
SPECIFIC ISSUES REMAINING WHICH HOWEVER WERE EXPECTED iO BE SEY.i-Li::! 
:N P DAY OR TWO. 

HE STRESSSD THAT THE BN’ S SEAT ALLOCATION FORMULA WAS BASED cib! 
TbtF CONCEPT c)F JUSTICE FOR ALL COMPONENl PARTIES. 

AMONG THE CRITERIA APPLIED WERE THE RACIAL RATIO IN THE COUNTR:V- 
+OSi’YLON OF THE COMMUNITIES IN EACH AREA AND ELECTIOFJ CONS-fITUENCi' 
i'*NG THE INTEGRITY OF THE CANDIDATES CHOSEN. 

:.,N THE BN MANIFESTO! HE SAIP THE MANIFESTO BEING DRAWN UP BY ’ 
!;OMt!!‘ITEE WOULD LIST THE PAST ACHIEVEMENTS 9F THE BN GOVERNMENT :l\i:: 
SET (‘UT 1TS PLEDGES FOR THE FUTURE. 

‘.:ih THE COMING GENERAL ELECTION,! -I’Ht BN iiAD SELECTEC! A NEW 
:31_Ob;\&~\r +A TRADITION OF SERVING THE PEOPLE+ I TO REPLACE THE PRE!.‘IQ1;5 
SLOGAN OF ti3LEANy EFFICIENT AND TRUSTWORTHY .4 -- MORE 
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DAfUtk SERl DR MAHATHIR EXPLAINED THAT THE NECO SLOGAN WAS TO SHOCJ 
THAT T#W4’UAS A COACITKON OF PARTIES T!-lAT HA0 A TRA@ITION OF 
SLRVXWC THE PEOPLE REGARDLESS &RACE. 

HE ‘&b~O~DROPPINC THE OLD SLOCAN DID NOT MAN THE GOVERNPIEN’I HAD 
FAILED TO LIVE UP YO ITS OBJECTfVES AS THESE ASPIRATIONS HAD BEEN 
ATTP&D OESPITE CLAXKS TO THE CONTRARY BY SOKE QUARTERS. 

SAtti TIME THE COUNTRY MAD A GENERAL ELECTION3 THE BN UOULD COME 
,JF uITti A NEW SLOGAN REFLECTIVE OF THE PREVAILING SITUATION. 

DATUK SERI DR HAHATHSR DECLINED TO DISCLOSE THE VARXOUS SEAT 
t+tLOCAf~O~S FOR THE C(?‘tPONENT PARTIES: SAYING THlS WAS STILL A 
*PARTY SECRET. + 

LEADERS OF THE PARTIES HAD BEEN DiRECTED TO SUElPlYT THEIR LIST 9F 
CAOIfDIDATES FOR HI@ TO GO THR01JCH IN HIS CAPACITY AS THE BN CtiAlRMAN. 
-‘- MORE 
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‘Jh: THE ISSUES TO BE HIGHLIGHTED BY ThE BN, THE PRIME MlNISTER 
SA1ii TkIE VITAL ISSUE WAS POLPYICAL ANt NATIONAL STABILITY UNDER 
IJHI.1,~i THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE ABLE TO HAKE DECISIONS AND ACT WITHOUT 
HiiJ.h:t; THREATENED BY ,ANY QUARTER. 

*“N ALI~ECATIONS THAT ‘THE GOVERNMENT DEC;ISION Tcj ?4OLD THE GENERAi 
6.L: ;.TION DURING ‘THE PILCRIflAGE SEASON AMOUNTED Tb DENYING PILGRIMS 

’ lWAv CN I’HE HOLY LAND OF THEIR RIGHT -79 VOTE* DAfUK SERI DR MAHATHlR 
‘2AI ik SUCH ALLEGATIONS WERE TOTALLY ERROh!EOUS. 

*it‘ SAID !‘tANi’ PEUPLE HAD NO-7 BEEN ABLE TQ EXERCISE .:-!4ELR VOTING 
!?Icjci‘~ IN PREVIOUS ELECTTONS- AND FlANV bJC?C!iiL~ SIMII_.ARL’, UE i!NABLE Ti! 
PjAliE ;rSE s?F THl5 R?GHT Ir?i THIS EI_ECTI(:~N 

‘4 SA.12 I r WO!Ji i> k4CjT BE POSSIBLE TI? tiAVE ;?N ELEC7.i .I?: IF’ THERE 
,;A$ ‘. REMJLATI5N Rf.QUIRIN~ EVERYONE 7’c’ i?E IN TtiE ?3VNTHY BEFORE AN 
;LE’. I ;.ON Ct>Ll;.t SE btF_i..D 
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