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KUALA CCMPUR, Fri. --,-Da- 
tuk Seri or. M.&athir Moha’- 
‘nad ’ red&ted t&day the‘Bari- 
San Rasional will retain its 
two-thirds majority in PaTlia- 
ment and control of all the 
State Governments in the gen- 
eral election. 

The Prime Mini’ster and 
Barisan chairman also said the 
election was being held now 
because “the speculations 
about it are affecting our run- 
ning of the country.” 

He said the Barisan would be 
campaigning on the slogan 
Tradisi Membela Kakyut (Tra- 
dition of Championing the Peo- 
ple). 

He was speaking at a Press 
conference at the Barisan 
headquarters where he an- 
nounced that Parliament would 
be dissolved tomorrow, paving 

the way for the election. 
He had earlier chaired a two- 

hour meeting of the coalition’s 
supreme council. This morn- 
ing, Dr Mahathir - who is also 
Umno president - chaired a 
meeting of the party’s su- 
preme council. 

Dr Mahathir said the date of 
dissolution was a “suitable one 
because we think we will have 
a good vietory for the Bari- 
San.” 

“We have some secret rea- 
sons for it ” he said. 

H’e also ;old reporters that: 
0 THERE were no major is- 

sues facing the coalition; 
0 HAMIM had been accept- 

ed, in principle, into the Bari- 
san; and 

0 THE osition 
by PAS 

Op pact led 
wou d be the party’s P 

own eravevard. 

Dr Mahathir said the Bari- 
san could perform “as well as 
the last election, if not better.” 
The Barisan retained control 
of all the State Assemblies and 
won 132 parliamentary seats in 
the 1982 election. 

He said the Barisan’s confi- 
dence was based on the fact 
that the “people want stability, 
a strong government which 
can run the country efficient- 
ly.” 
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gettin two-thirds and more,” 
he sar 3 . 

Asked if the Barisan could 
lose some seats, he said: “We 
could lose a few seats. In an 
election anything can happen.” 

0 TURN TO PAGE 4 
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Dr Mahatbir said the 
speculations on the elec- 
tion had prevented the 
Government from run- 
ning the country effec- 
tively. 

“Until this election is 
over we can’t do anything. 
It is a hindrance. We have 
to get it out of the way. 

“We can’t have people 
talking and speculatmg 
about the election, de- 
pressing the stock market 
in anticipation of an elec- 
tion. We want to settle it 
once and for all ” he said 

He also said ihe Barisan 
decided to hold an elec- 
tion now because it felt it 
could win. 

Asked if there were any 
major issues facing the 
Barisan, Dr Mahathir 
said: “I don’ know of any 
major issues but the Op- 
position would like to 
make a lot of things major 
issues. 

“The country wants sta- 
bility and independence 
to make decisions free 
from outside interfer- 
ence. These are the major 
issues.” 

On the allocation of 
seats, he said the Barisan 
Supreme Council had gen- 
erally resolved the matter 
but there were a few 
points which still had to 
be discussed. 

He said the seats were 
allocated based on fair- 
ness and factors like ra- 
cial make-up of an area. 

“The popularity of the 
component parties and 
the service provided have 
all been taken into ac- 
count,” he said. 

He said each compo- 
nent party woutd submit 
to him the names of the 
candidates after “we have 
divided the seats and ar- 
eas.” 

He will review their 
names in his capacity as 
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Election ‘86 
Barisan chairman “as I 
have been given mandate 
to do so.” 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Barisan was also confi- 
dent of retaining the east 
coast States. 

“We’re very strong. We 
are not afraid in the east 
coast, west coast, Sabah 
or Sarawak. 

“We believe we can win 

at both Parliament and 
State levels ” he said 

Dr Mahithir said the 
manifesto had been 
agreed on and it outlined 
the coalition’s aspirations 
and promises. 

On the slogan, he said 
“this means the Barisan 
has a tradition of champi- 
oning the people of all 
communities. 

“So long as they are our 
rakyat, we will look after 
them.” 

Asked if the absence of 
those who are performing 
the haj would be exploited 
by the Opposition espe- 
cially PAS to disrupt the 
election, he said: 

“In any election, some 
people cannot vote. It is 
not a factor in deciding 
the election date.” 

Dr Mahathir also said 
the Umno general assem- 
bly, scheduled to begin on 
July 31, has been post- 
poned because of the gen- 
eral election. 

He ointed out that the 
party R ad until the end of 
December to hold the as- 
sembly, as specified in its 
constitution. 

On th;eB;f;an’s 
ous E 

revi- 
ekap 

Amunah election slogan, 
he said it had not been 
dropped. 

“Each time we have an 
election we have a new 

slogan reflective of the 
prevailing situation. As 
far as the Government is 
concerned, we still prac- 
tise the concept of a 
clean, efficient and trust- 
worthy government. 

He stressed that this 
did not mean that the old 
one was not successful. 

“The Bersih, Cekap, 
Amanah concept was suc- 
cessful in bringin to the 
surface some of t a e mis- 
deeds of the past. 

“But people confuse 
this (exposing misdeeds) 
with lack of bersih, cekap, 
amanah. That’s thetr 
business. The dirt was ly- 
ing there before and we 
flushed it out in our ef- 
forts to achieve our objec- 
tives. The people see the 
dirt and they say we are 
dirty when it was there 
before.” 

Dr Mahathir also said 
he hoped to visit as many 
States as possible during 
the campaigning. 
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